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This research synthesis is the progress report of 1% year phase of three
projects: ‘the Development of Teachers-Researchers and the New Assessment
Approach Project’, ‘the Development of Children-Researchers and Child-centered
Assessments Project’, and ‘the Study and Development of Morals and Ethics of
Children and Youths Project. The main objective of these projects is to investigate the
development of self-reliant students’ learning and teachers’ teaching styles.

The sampled used in those three projects were 1) 40 voluntary teachers and
920 students of 11 primary schools in Wihandaeng District, Saraburi; 2) 15 teachers
and 650 first and second year students of 4 kindergartens in Muang District of
Ratchaburi, and 3) 2,337 year 4-6 students, 150 primary teachers who were voluntary
to join the training, and other groups of 270 people comprising 90 parents, 100
teachers, and 80 mass media people.

The tools used in the study of first project were training packages for
classroom action research, supervision plans; questionnaires on the opinions and
attitudes of the teachers toward the classroom action research as well as their
knowledge and understanding about action classroom research; and forms to evaluate
teachers’ abilities to carry out the classrcom action research, teachers’ teaching
behaviors, and students’ learning behaviors. Within the second project, the tools used
comprised a guide of children-researchers learning management; a questionnaire on
teachers’ perceptions toward children-researchers learning; teachers’ self-evaluation
forms about activity characteristics, major practice guidelines, and teaching
procedures for children-researchers learning; a form to evaluate students’ learning
skills, their important experience from children-researchers learning, and the students’
works; and an observation form of students’ prominent behaviors. For the third
project, the tools used consisted of questionnaires about students’ basic morals and
ethics, on the opinions about problems and obstacles for developing those basic
morals and ethics, models for developing basic morals and ethics for primary
students, teacher training for the applications of basic moral and ethical development
models into practice with primary students; a questionnaire about teachers’
knowledge and understanding about the applications of these models into practice
with primary students.

The results of synthesis can be concluded as follows.

1. The participation of teachers could make them agreed that their schools
encourage them to carry out action classroom research at the highest level. The
findings were in concordance with their opinions before the involvement. Teachers’
attitudes toward classroom action research in general were increasingly positive with
statistical significance. Their knowledge about classroom action research according to
the National Education Act of B.E. 2542 (1999) was increased with statistical
significance. Teachers® knowledge about classroom action research together with each
step of learning and teaching was increased with statistical significance. Their



knowledge and understanding about data collection, research proposal design, and
report writing for all steps of the rescarch were increased from a low level to a high
level with statistical significance. Their abilities to design their research proposals that
encouraged learning and teaching were strongly evident at a very good level. Teachers
could conduct their classes while carrying out the research. They observed their own
behaviors and took notes of them. The classroom atmosphere and student behaviors
were observed in all aspects. Student works were regularly checked and scored. The
lesson plans were clearly designed for the research and suitable for the contents.
Teaching techniques were utilized that were appropriate to the learning topics. The
results from observation note were used to improve students’ learning as well as
teachers’ teaching. The teachers could collect, analyze and interpret data, and also
produce the research reports at a good level. The overall quality of their research was
satisfactory. Their interpretations and summaries were clear and suitable. Their
writings in each section were appropriate and smooth through the whole research. In
general the behaviors of sampled teachers in the area of learning and teaching
management were increasingly changed to be more learner-centered with statistical
significance. Students’ behaviors in self-reliant leamning style were increased with
statistical significance. Their behaviors in each area of learning were increased at the
high level and with statistical significance. The procedures of classroom action
research models done together with appropriate learning and teaching were received.

2. The participation of teachers in children-researchers project could make
them accepted the children-researchers learning style more positively than before the
involvement. All teachers organized the activities by using a variety of materials.
Most teachers had important practice methods at the high level. Their arrangements of
children-researchers learning were as follows: 1) designed the leamning plans, 2)
assigned the students to search and seek for knowledge, and 3) evaluated the learning
outcomes by observing and evalualing students’ behaviors and works. Students’
learning skills were increased with statistical significance in all areas. The students’
prominent behaviors were observation skill, knowledge seeking, and answer
searching. The students generally gained the important experiences at the high level
from their learning with children-researchers technique. The students’ important
experience that was rated at the first rank was that the students could participate
activities according to their interests and aptitudes, and also with enjoyment and
happiness. Their works in general were mostly at the good level while the works in
week 6 were at the very good level. The other ranks were in week 4, 8 and 2
respectively. Most of their works involved drawings with crayons.

3. Regarding the study and development of Thai primary students’ morals and
ethics, it was found that students generally showed the basic morals and ethics. Their
morals and ethics concerning honesty, devotion, discipline, responsibility, diligence,
attempt, kindness, harmony, and gratefulness were different between girls and boy
with statistical significance at the level of 0.1. The general morals and ethics of
students in the northern, southern, central, and northeastern regions were different
with statistical significance at the level of .05. The parents, teachers and mass media
people agreed that most students lacked responsibility, patience, and diligence
respectively. According to the problems and obstacles in developing students’ morals
and ethics, they were that parents had no time to look after their children, were not
close to them, were not good models for them, did not provide them advice, and did
not obtain co-operations and supports from parents. Schools did not seriously
recognize the importance of the moral and ethical development. The contents for
encouraging morals and ethics were not identified clearly for what and how they
would be delivered. Students would imitate manners and other performances from
media and advertisements. There was very little number of activities for moral and
ethical development. The models for developing basic morals and ethics for primary



students were obtained. These models comprised the managements of system,
methodology and procedure for the development of basic morals and ethics. The
participation of teachers could increasingly promote their knowledge and
understanding about the contents and the application of moral and ethical
development models into practice for child development with statistical significance
at the level of .05.
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