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Kazuo Nagamatsu. (2007). A Comparative Study of Classifiers in Thai and Japanese.
Master thesis, M.A. (Thai). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot
University. Advisor Committee: Ms. Wiroonrat Chanaingoon and
Ms. Phattanee Jotikasthira.

The objective of this thesis was to analytically study the semantic features of Thai
and Japanese classifiers in order to find the similarities and differences reflected in
classifier usage of those two languages. The researcher collected data through the
analysis of related documents and the interview, of which the subjects were ten Thais and
ten Japanese. The research aimed to analyze only specific classifiers, excluding repeater
classifiers, in both written and spoken languages.

As of the number of noun classifiers, this research studied one hundred and
thirty-two Thai noun classifiers in forty-eight characteristics of semantic features in
comparison to sixty-seven Japanese classifiers in forty-one distinct semantic features.

The collected classifiers can be classified into eight following features: classifiers of
animate objects, classifiers of plants, classifiers of objects, collectivizer classifiers,
classifiers of abstract nouns, classifiers used in literary works, classifiers used with places,
and classifiers indicating kind.

The research showed that the usage of noun classifiers in Thai and Japanese was
clearly differentiated. Thai classifiers indicated social status while those in Japanese did
not. Meanwhile, two types of similarities in classifier usage were found. First,
speakers of both languages selected the classifiers corresponding to outward appearance
of nouns. Second, the Thai speakers adopted the Thai generic classifier “Aun” while the
Japanese speakers used “tsu” as the Japanese generic classifier. These two versions of
generic classifiers were used for nouns that did not show specific outward appearance or
those that the speakers could not remember correct classifiers or lacked the sufficient
knowledge.

In addition, the semantic features used in the classification of noun classifiers in
Thai and Japanese reflected both similarities and differences. The distinct semantic
features of each type of noun classifiers showed that both Thai and Japanese speakers
would select types of nouns and classifiers on the grounds of cultural rules and regulation
varied in each language. Also, it was found that Thai classifiers depended upon more
detailed conditions than Japanese ones.
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. o ad (7) AANEY us () e 2 (x) ok ()
WETYTUL

k ka 2 ()| ki & (F) | ku < (7)| ke T (&)]| ko Z (=)
s sa &= (¥)|shi L () |su F (R)|se & ()| so £ (V)
t ta 72 (#) |chi & (F)|tsu > (¥)|te T(F)| to & (h)
n na 72 (F) | ni (=) [nu ! (X)|ne (x| no D ()
h ha X N | hi Ov(e) | fu 5 (7)) | he ~ (~)| ho I ()
m ma F£ (=) | mi & (I)|mu & (&) |me B (A)| mo & ()
y va )| [ »wOl|jyw @ (=) e 2] yo X (3)
r ra b (7)) b W)fru % 0v|re h ()| o A (1)
W wa b (W) | [ WOl u 2] e 2= o % )
n,m —h (V)

wNEe): 1. Anmaryunedng Ae Anusdscazur doudnuniagluaady Ae AnMIRzAzAzUY

2. MaABUWS Ty TUIAesi (dakuon)

i v
2. lunenyuilaqriunld lideanesd yi, ve, wi, wu uaz we

. o ad (7) vy () 5 (v e x (x) ok ()
Welt
g ga M (F) g ¥ (¥ |gu < (&) |ge F (¥) |go = (2)
z za & () |ji L () |zu ¥ (X) |ze ¥ (¥) |z0 F (V)
d da 72 (%) |ji B (F) |zu 5 (V) |de T (F) |do & (F)
b ba X (/Y) |bi O (E) |[bu & (7) |be ~ () |[bo T (&)
P pa X (Y |pi K (E) |pu & (F) |pe X () |po IF (&)




~ o = ¥
3. MUY UNEITYTULLALNAILNA (youon)

kya &= (Fv) | kyu &w (F=) |kyo Zx (F=a)
sha L= (%) |shu Lw (=) |sho Lx (=)
cha H% (Fv) |[chu Hw (F=) |cho Hx (Fa)
nya Z% (=%) |nyu (Zw (==) [nyo Zx (==)
hya O% (Bx) |hyu Ow (B=) | hyo Ox (k=)
mya Z% (I¥) |myu A (I=2) |myo Ak (I=)
ryva D= (Ux) | yu D (V=) [ ryo Dx (V=)
gya E® (Fv) |[gyu T (F=) |gyo Tx (Fa)
ja Lx (¥x) u tw (=) jo LUx (va)
bya U (E¥) |byu Uw (E=) | byo U'x (Ba)
pya Tx (E¥) | pyu Uw (E=) |pyo Kx (E=)

4. Medaunwdryauedan (sokuon)

Kk, pp, ss, tt | > ()

5. N UATLLALNENT (chouboin)

aa b (7—)
i W ()
uu 29 (=)
ee z2z (=—)
00 ko, BB (I—)
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ANEOIUNN ol ANBEUUNN ol ANEOUUIN ol
1. fin 2. AN 3. &N
4. N9 5. ANDN 6. 1lu
7. du 8. LA30d Mg 9. Ta
10. AU 11. Adimas 12. a3
13. 59 14. weailga 15. 14N"9
16. 48 17. UAN 18. 24A9g
19. UEU 20. wAs 21. 298U
22. N34 23. LAY 24. 9@
25. 1 26. LAY 27. 1
28. NIy 29. TAn 30. 9m
31. 8w 32. Ta9q 33. 741
34. A9A 35. TATaN"g 36. NENLUA
37. @ 38. qU 39. nenas
40. N7OU 41, 9N 42. 73
43. 99 44. ngu 45, 1
46. U1 47. A 48. 17U
49. Y 50. wag 51. AN
52. n3elay 53. 47U 54. ANWW
55. thdd 56. (Re1 57. AR
58. LA309 59. (Heu 60. ¥
61. Hu 62. ud 63. AN
64. 1A 65. Ayn 66. Auel
67. TN 68. &N 69. AU
70. 15U 71. am 72. Taan
73. Ty 74, AR 75. @RNA
76. VA 77. &u 78. U
79. @ 80. 41 81. anil
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ANETIUNN a4 ANEULN i1 AN a4
82. Wil 83. il 84. #@n11iu
85. ANt 86. A1 87. @u"M
88. NILYN 89. M 90. N3
91. N9ENIN 92. qn 93. Liay
94. Fiu 95. la 96. ¥
97. n3ey] 98. dui 99. NITLIY
100.n3zUaN 101.1sz1nn 102. UM
103,914 104.270 105.74
106.n9 107. %Wy 108.Tuiana
109. N34 110. 194N 111.00
112.4n 113. Asme 11477
115.81 116.1H9H 117.2199
118.N7ENNY 119994 120. ¢t
1219499 12249 123.8190
124144 125414 126.£1Us
127.6 128.94 129. 9174
130. W99 131.1%4n 132,619
133. 14N, 134,999 135.%e
136.n911 137170 138.994
139.n7 140.71% 141.98
142.0409 143.A1 144,989
145 N&03 1461181 147 989
148.%0 149.314 150.n321)n
151.19n 152. 937 153,913
154.N4N 155. 4NN 156.94M1
157.4m 158. INUN 159.974
160.W3B9A 161.guae 162.9215em

163.118N
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169.17n 170. 139 171.59
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232.10¢! 233.1A8¢8 234.51
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241.111m 242.7m3 243.uny
244 .\ng 245.101 246.7u
247 4y 248. AL 24937
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280.2qN 281.MTNU 282.89AN1T
283.181 284. ALIN,AITN 285.839FN
286.990 287.AzADM 288.80Y
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20241 293.NAL 29461
2054 296.F20814 297.2vna
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3071, Lk 302.574 303.874
304.4! 305.4w 306.270U14NT
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331. LN 332.A1" 333.1awsia
334.90 335.61 336.NA1
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340. 196 341,161 342 176U
343,121 344.\REN 345 3
346.19% 347 .UAn 348. 211w
349191 350.1m 351.%4in
352,181 353.%89 354.Tnas
355.@9/&’2 356.5’1 357. %414
358.ideu 359.10 360.71n
361.109 362. M1 363.Wau, 804
364. WU 365.91 ) 366. /18D
367.1Uaan 368.9131 369.915u
370. 499 371.98 372.0U
373.Tam 3749104 375.9u
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379. 91U 380.%191 381.una6
382.ATUY 383. uvi4 384.01A
385.44 386. M0 387.0W
388.AH 389. 171 390.1711
391.A7 392.18n 393.3413)
394. A1 3954011 396.1UNA
397.AU 398.@%\‘1 399.4mgQN
400.AU 401.83 402.47¢
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406.A90N 4075970141 408. 1A N3
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412.MA9A" 413.08 414080
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445 161 446 1Py 447 AUaN
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457 5N 458. W0 459. %
460.40" 461 AN 462.918
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