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The aims of this research were as follows: (1) to assess current Thai communication skills
of students in higher education institutions in the upper south region and the expectations of their
teachers; (2) to develop extracurricular activities to enhance the Thai communicative skills of students;
(3) to determine the effectiveness of the developed extracurricular activities. The study involved three
hundred and thirty eight subjects. The research instruments included: (1) A structured interview prior
to developing assessment forms; 2) A Thai communication skills assessment form; (3)The expectation
of teachers on the performances of students in terms of the Thai communication skills form; (4)The
extracurricular activities used as instructional tools; and (5) A student satisfaction questionnaire.The
data were analyzed using percentage, mean score, standard deviation, PNI and a dependent t-
test. The findings were as follows: 1) speaking skills were perceived as the most necessary (PNI = .49),
followed by writing (PNI = .46), listening and reading (PNI = .42) respectively; 2) the extracurricular
activities, which were developed based on a current assessment and the expectations of teachers,
including all four communication skills with eight different activities: (1) listening activities, including
listening for knowledge, and listening for logical thinking (2) speaking activities with accurate
pronunciation and appropriate intonation, such as speaking for personality building; (3) reading
activities -reading for knowledge and critical thinking; (4) writing activities, including writing for future
careers and meaning 3) extracurricular activities were considered effective instructional tools in
enhancing the Thai communication skills of students. The performance of the students had a mean
score of 4.45, which exceeded the 3.51 level. In addition,the students were highly satisfied with the

activities at a significant level (p=.05).

Keyword : Thai language communication skills, higher education institutions, upper south region
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