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This research is meant to study the rise and fall of Field-
Marshal P. Pibulsonggram and to examine bhis strategy in maintaining
his political power during the secord rowd of his premeirship
1948 - 1957).

It was found that three factors enabled him to resure his
power in 1948, Those were his political and military background,
the inefficiency of the civil governments after World War II, and
the 1947 coup 4° etat. During his rremeirship, he wissly adopted
various tactics in order to remain firmly in the position. He
supported the crown, manipulated the constitution law, exploited
international situations, used the military and the police as his
political supporters, and tried to attract the people by means of
democratic measures. Thanks to those tactics, Field - Marshal P.
Pibulsonggram was able to be in office for more than nine years.

Nevertheless, from 1955 onwards he had been in difficult
circumstances. The country's cconomy had been in deterioration:
the king's prestige was damaged: the United States stopped its
support to Pilbulsonggram's government. as the latter was likely to
have relations with China. As a result, Field - Marshal P.

Pibulsonggram's political life was finally ended.
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