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The purposes of this research was to identify
learning problems of the adult learners in the industrial
eastern seaboard area who studied in the programme of Non
formal Secondary Education through distance learning method.
Learning problems which are focused in this study were in
3 categories: problem about method of study, instructional
media, and group meeting. These learning problems were
studied and verified by independent variables: gender, age,
marital status, occupation and level of study.

Five hundred adult learners were randomly selected
from the whole adult learners of the Nonformal Secondary
Educat ion by distance learning programme within 3 industrial
eastern seaboard provinces: Chonburi, Rayong and Chacheong-
sao, as sample of the study. Questionnaires in rating scale
form-with the realiability of 0.84, was used for data
collection. Data were analysed by frequency, percentage,

means, standard diviation, t-test, F-test and contents

analysis.
Findings of the sﬁudy;
1. Levels of learning p;oblems.

1.1 It was found thﬁL learning problems’ as a
whole faced by the adult learners was at a middle level.

1.2 when considered learning problems by
categories, the adult learners faced problems in 2 categories
at a middle level i.e., problem in method of study (X =
2.85) and problem about instructional media tboth printed

media X = 2.85 and radio programme X = 2.88). For the

problem in group meeting, the adult learners faced at a low

level (X = 2.40).



2. Comparision of levels of learning problems by
independent variables.

2.1 Comparing levels of learning problems by
gender of the adult learners. There was no significance
differen in levels of learning problems both as a whole
and in each category between male and female adult learners.

2.2 Comparing levels of learning problems by
age of the adult learners. It was found that the adult
learners with different age groups have different levels
of learning problems as a whole at a .05 level of signi-
ficance. When considered learning problems by categories,
the adult learners in different age groups have different
levels of learning problems in every category (problem in
method of study, instructional media, and group meeting)
at a .01 level of significance.

2.2 Comparing levels of learning problems by
marital status of the adult learners. There was no signi-
ficance different in level of learning problems both as a
whole and in each category between the adult learners with
different marital status.

2.4 Comparing levels of learning problems by
occupation of the adult learners. There was no signifi-
cance differnt in level of learning problems as a whole
among the adult learners with different occupation. When
considered learning problems by categories, the adult
learners in different occupation have different levels of
problems about instructional media (radio) at a .01 level
of significance. For the problems in method of study and

in group meeting, there was no significance different.



2.5 Comparing levels of learning problems by

level of study. It was found that the adult learners who

study in different level have different levels of learning
problems as a whole at a .01 level of significance. ‘When

considered learning problems by categories, the adult

learners who study in different level have different levels

of problems in method of study and problem in instructinonal

nedia (radio) at a .01 level of significance. For the

problem in group meeting, there was no significance

different.
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