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This researck on the analysis of beliefs in Phra Aphai-mani had
the purposes to collect and categorize beliefs in various aspects as
appeared in this literature, and to analyze the roles of beliefs that had
the effect on plotting the theme, scening, and casting the characters.
The method used in this study was the documentary research, and its results
were reported in the analytical descriptioh form. The analyzed results
showed that there were three categroies of beliefs: superstitious beliefs,
astrological beliefs, and Buddhistic beliefs. The superstitious ones were
those beliefs in magics, amulets, miracles, spirits, and gods. The
astrological ones were those in omens, calculation of auspicious times,
horoscopes, dreams, and elimination of bad fortune. The Buddhistic ones
were those in deeds (Karma), misfortune (bad Karma), reincarnation,
Nirvana (the state of not being reborn), and merits of ordination. On
analysis of the roles of the superstitious beliefs, astroiogical beliefs,
and Buddhistic beliefs that had the effect on plotting the theme, it was
found that the mentioned beliefs helped in plotting the theme very well,
creating excitement and amusement, and adding tastes to the story. In
regard to the beliefs that had the effect on scening, it was found that
th;se beliefs helped in making the scenes have realistically natural
atmosphere, suitable for the occasions and events,-and become imaginative.
On analysis of the roles of the beliefs in casting the characters, it
was found that the beliefs constituted the factors that helped in casting
the characters with certain personalities and qualities. It might be said
that such beliefs were parts of important facters that helned the voetry
of Phra Aphai-mani become the master piece of the Thai literature thnat

maintained the academic and entertaining vailues.
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