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Abstract

The study of the intention to return migrate of students under the royal patronage of
Princess Sirindhorn: A case study of Srinakharinwirot University students of graduate
returning home project is a qualitative research. The objectives are to study factors
affecting the decision of students to return hometown and to observe the relationship
between patterns of decision to move back home in different social context. Sixty-eight
students in the project were interviewed. Data analysis is based on concepts of migration,
communication and education.

It is found that factors affecting the decision to move back home are job opportunities and
family ties. Students’ decisions of return migration are classified into 3 groups :- those
intending to move back, those not intending to move back and those hesitating. Qualitative
data shows that most students have family tie with their families, prefer rural lifestyle and
dislike urban lifestyle including competition in daily life. Students who intend to move
back home are comparatively younger than those who do not intend to move back and
those still hesitating. Moreover, students who decide to move back home have urban
lifestyle experience comparatively less than those who are not willing to move back and
those hesitate to move back. Both groups of students who do not want to move back or still
hesitating claim that there are two reasons. One is that job opportunities in urban area is
higher that that in rural area or hometown. The other is the misunderstanding in principle of
the project by people in communities. Rural people judge the students who move back
home after graduated as failed people.

The approaches leading this project to be potentially successful are to develop education
program and to provide community people with public relation. Education program
development can assist the students to be more confident in creating job opportunities in
hometown. Besides, publicity of project principle makes people in the community clearly
understand project objectives. This helps people accept and welcome back the students
returning home. However, further reseach and follow up should be made after student’

graduation as these findings are derived before they are graduated.
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