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The purvose of this research was to study the role of the
private sector in provision of gencral education between B.E. 2497 -
2529, especially how general education was run according to the
national education system and what were the consequences.

The research showed that the private sector has had a role
in organizing education by using the school system since the period
of Ayutthaya, during which education in general was given in
monasteries and homes. Private schools, especially those run by the
Westerners, were successful because their curriculum subjects
emphasized foreign languages and vocational education, teaching
techniques and evaluation, which were different from conventional
practices. That is why the education reforms during the reign of
King Rama V were partly influenced by the education system of the
private sector. It was therefore likely that the private sector
also to part in improving the quality of education in Thailand
although education organized by the private sector occasionally
created national security problems.

Between B.E. 2497 - 2529, education organized by the private
sector was divided into three periods accnrding to its changed
conditions: 1) Between B.E. 2497 - 2513, Thailand was in the
development pericd and there were greater demands for human resouce
development. Education was thus provided to serve the purposes for
national develonment. However, since the government had limited
budget and facilities, the private sector had good chance to run

education alongside with the government, especially in increasing



the enrolments with the ratio of 1 ¢ 8 in B.E. 2497 to 1 ¢ 5 in B.E.
2513, 2) Between B.E. 2513 - 2518, it was the transitional period
of the private sector's role in provision of general education due
to the government educational expansion policies, educational reforms,
and improvement of the Private School Act. As the private school
teachers' welfare and teaching technicues got improved, the school
proprietors faced financial nroblems. Only big and famous schools
could survive. 3) Between B.E., 2518 ~ 2529, there were 389 small
and medium~-size schools faced so many problems that they had to be
terminated. The schools that could survive were looking for new
directions by opening up kindergarten and vocational education
programs, popularized among parent's because of economic and social
conditions. This chang could be stated as a new dimension organized
by the privatg sectore

The provision of education organized by the private sector
mentioned above was in line with government policies on national
social, economic and political situations. The educational problems
and government solutions also affected the private sector in regard
to improvements of educational quality. However, as the private
schools were run in a form of business, the finance was the main
problem, resulting in inadequate improvements in spite of government
subsidies and academic assistance.

However, it was found that the private sector had taken an
important role in expanding education all over the country. There

were private schools spreading to locations where no government



schools existed. In return, it helped the government reduce the
educational budget. Some private schools could run with higher
standards than govermment schools, and parents were willing to send
their children to private schools and pay higher tuition and extra
feess It could be said that in the future only big and good quality
schools would remain while small and medium-size schools would be
terminated unless the good guality could be maintained,

It was found from this study that the private sector had a
very important role in improving education and reducing government
financial burdens. However, the private sector also faced problems
in running education due to government policies, tuition fee
regulations, and the Private School Act. It was therefore suggested
that the private sector receive assistance and support from the
government if the cooperation in improving national guality of

education was needed from the private sectore
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