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Hironaka Tomita. (2008). The Problem in Using Thai Classifiers of Native Japanese Studying Thai
Language. Master thesis, M.A. (Thai). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakarinwirot
University. Advisor Committee: Associate Professor Phaiboon Duangchan, Assistant

Professor Napasin Plaengsorn

The research on The Problem in Using Thai Classifiers of Native Japanese Studying Thai
Language is the quantitative and analytical research which has objectives to identify the problems in
using Thai Classifiers of Native Japanese who is studying Thai language and to propose the solution to
treat for those problems. The data used in this research are gathered from the related literatures and the
feedbacks of field survey. To be reliable and effective, the researcher designed the questionnaires with
200 inquiries to survey the opinions on the usages of Thai Classifiers of 50 Japanese students who are
currently studying Thai language for at least 1 year in Tokyo University Foreign Studies and Kanda
University International Studies. All data was analyzed by means of statistical approaches : percentage
and mean. The result of this research was presented in the form of analytical explanation.

As the result, in term of common usages, the research revealed that most of Japanese are able
to use some of the common classifiers such as “Kon” — a classifier used for ordinary people and “Tua”
— a classifiers used for animal in “well” level. They are also able to use the general classifiers — “Aun”
in “relatively well” level, and they can use the classifiers that are duplicated from its noun in “well”
level. In addition, when Japanese students feel uncertain for any proper classifiers to be used, they
would rather use the general classifiers as common.

In term of common problems, the research reveal that the problematic classifiers for Japanese
are the classifiers which can use with various types of noun based on situation and Thai tradition and
culture, such as “Roope” — the classifier used for Buddhist monk, “Chuak” — the classifier used for
elephant, “Ong” — the classifier used for Buddhist pagoda and Buddha Statue. =~ And the Classifiers
that used for only one the noun was a problem in the same way, such as “Ging” — the classifier used for
ivory, “Ruan” — the classifier used for clock and watch, and so on. Moreover, the classifiers with has
more complex rule to use than Japanese’s also became a common problem for Japanese, for example
“Lem” ,”Kan”, and “Tang” — the classifier used for things with long, thin, and cylindered shape.

In term of solutions, the research finally proposed that learning and familiarizing with Thai
social and culture in parallel with studying and understanding the relation of noun and its classifier and

frequently using it in conversation will help Japanese to improve the Thai classifier usage.
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Speaking Class, 1st l.ffam Students participate in pair and group activities to
Year practice simple conversations with an emphasis on
proper pronunciation and natural speech.

Students build up vocabulary by hearing words while
2 looking at pictures and objects. Later students will be
1o | able to understand stories. Classes will emphasize
listening comprehension. Stories will be related to
their daily life and the university.

Listening Class, 1st
Year

At the beginning, students practice conversation
dialogues from the text. Later students talk about

o themselves and their interests, discuss news stories
1ian1 | and give opinions on assigned topics. Students also
will present children's stories and topics about
Thailand such as famous people, animals, places and
traditions.

Speaking Class, 2nd
Year
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Listening Class, 2nd
Year

“
IUanI

Students listen to and learn from stories about
education, society, children stories and interesting
places and culture in Thailand. They also watch
videos of Thai songs, interviews and a Thai movie.

Writing Class, 2nd
Year

A
IHanI

Students write a regular diary as well as letters and
short assignments on personal topics or their
interests related to Thailand. They are also expected
to keep a record of their errors.

Reading Class, 2nd
Year

E
UM

Students will read a Thai Primary School grade 2
book. They will practice scanning and reading aloud
with correct pronunciation. Reading exercises and
games will be used to reinforce their skills.

Thai Folk Tale, 3rd
Year

“
BN

Students will gain deeper insight into Thai culture
and beliefs by analyzing Thai Folk tales. Students
will compare the stories to look for similarities
among characters, plots, and incidents. The course
will emphasize all four language skills; reading,
listening, speaking and writing.

Thai Society, 3rd Year

~
HOM

This course will introduce students to various aspects
of modern Thai society and culture, such as family,
values, Thai work place, woman's rights and social
problems. Comparisons with Japanese society will be
encouraged.

Discussion and
Debate, 3rd Year

&
fHBH

Students will develop advanced speaking skills
through discussions and debates. By expressing ideas
and supporting opinions in Thai, students will
become more quick and fluent speakers of the
language. Topics will include family issues,
education, society and world events.
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