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Piyatassanee Kerdmolee. (2007). An Analysis of the Rhetorical Techniques
in the Metrical Tales of Sunthorn Phu. Thesis. M.Ed. (Thai). Bangkok:
Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee:
Assistant Professor Suwadee Bhupradit, Mr. Santi Pakdeekham.

This thesis aimed to analyze the rhetorical techniques used in five metrical tales
written by Sunthorn Phu namely Ko-butara, Laksanawong, Singhakraipob, Chantakorob,
and Pra-abhaimanee. The study focused on two issues: the technique of composing
rhetoric art which studies on the choice of words and the choice of language use, and the
technique of using rhetoric art which studies on situations of speaking, analysis of
listeners, personality of speakers, references of evidence and use of psychology in
speaking.

Findings of the study showed that Sunthorn Phu employed two aspects of the
technique of composing rhetoric art: the choice of words and the choice of language use.
Concerning the choice of words, Sunthorn Phu composed rhetoric art by using three types
of word choice: word choice for addressing and responding, word choice for actions,
feelings, and words in general use. In regard to the choice of language use, Sunthorn Phu
composed rhetoric art by employing three types of the choice of language use: choice on
idiomatic expressions, choice on sayings and proverbs, choice on image and symbolic
representations. With regard to the technique of using rhetoric art, Sunthorn Phu used
rhetoric art in two ways, directly, and indirectly. Whatever form or pattern used variesin
accordance with aims, situations, and backgrounds of the audience.
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