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Pimnara Pailinanurak. (2011). Metaphors of lovers in the Thai translation of Twilight. Master
Thesis, M.Ed. (Educational Linguistics). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot

University. Project Advisor: Dr. Nuntana Wongthai.

This research aims to 1) study and catagorize conceptual metaphors of lovers in the Thai
translation of Twilight, written by Stephenie Meyer 2) analyze the process of semantic mapping of
metaphors of lovers 3) study the differences of metaphorical usage in referring to main male
character and main female character. The analysis is based on Cognitive Linguistic theory. The
data were collected from the Thai translation of Twilight. The study shows two main categories of
conceptual metaphors, which are Animate and Inanimate. Animate metaphors can be divided into
two subcategories, which are Human and Animal. Inanimate metaphors can be divided into three
subcategories, which are Object, Supernatural phenomena, and Drugs. The results of the study
reveal that there is only one process of semantic mappings between source domain and target
domain of meaning, namely Ontological correspondences.

The study of the differences of metaphorical usage in referring to main male character and
main female character reveals that main male character is referred to by Human metaphors (lliness,
Occupations, Thought) Animal metaphors and Inanimate metaphors (Object and Supernatural
phenomena) whereas main female character is referred to by Human metaphor (Age, Occupations,
Character) Animal metaphor and Inanimate metaphor (Objects and Drug)

The metaphors of lovers in the Thai translation of Twilight reflects the conceptual system of
American lovers that 1. Lovers are Animate (Lovers are Human and Lovers are Animal) 2. Lovers
are Inanimate (Lovers are Object, Lovers are Supernatural phenomena and Lovers are Drugs)

The result of this study also shows that the American conceptual systems of lovers are

based on bodily and cultural experiences and beliefs originating from Greco-Roman mythology.
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