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M.L.Usuma Sukhsvasti. (2016). The Study of Thai Independent Films That Won Awards
Internationally From 2000 - 2012. Doctor of Arts dissertation, D.A. (Arts and Culture
Research). Bangkok: Faculty of Fine Arts Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor
Committee: Assoc. Prof. Dr.Prit Supasetsiri, Asst. Prof. Dr.Chakapong Phaetlakfa,

Asst. Prof. Dr.Noppadol Inchan.

This study is qualitative research aiming at exploring the characteristics of these
films by analyzing the directors, content, and narrative forms, as well as the social and
historical context surrounding the creation of the movies. It is a search for the ideologies of
the directors and the images of ‘being Thai’ that reflect from these motion pictures as an art
form portraying Thai society in various aspects : cultural, historical, social and political,
including the ideology of contemporary Thai society.

The researcher studied 10 Thai independent movies that won international awards
during these 12 years using research methodologies including analysis of content and
narrative forms, contextual analysis, focusing on the background of the 6 directors,
including the historical context or current events that inspired the creations of the works. The
research is presented as a descriptive analysis.

The result of analysis is discussed in 4 main topics: analysis of the directors
according to auteur theory; analysis of narrative form, structure and style; analysis of
contents, themes and topics; and analysis of the portrayal of ‘being Thai’ and social
commentaries that appeared in the films.

From the study, the researcher has discovered that all of these directors had
Liberal Arts or Humanities educational backgrounds leading to authorship before going on
to study film production and direct movies. They have been trying to understand the world
around them, using a variety of life experiences accumulated to discover their own voice.
Film festival committees, cinema experts and critics have admired these independent Thai
films for their genuine depictions of reality that record the mentalities of people within the era
without pretentiousness or over-decoration. These movies usually speak of marginalized

people who are often ignored by the main stream media, or present fascinating and



uncanny ideas and topics, and at the same time employ unique and creative narrative forms
that help highlight their themes. Although these motion pictures are about the specific
national cultural identity of Thai society, they bear some universal messages that can
communicate with and be shared by people who have different cultural backgrounds.

Even though these directors have liberty to choose whatever topics they want, they
often use signs, symbols or analogies throughout their films to communicate sensitive issues
that cannot be addressed directly or are too controversial to discuss. This indicates that
conservatism may still dominate Thai society. However, these semiotics and analogies invite
and challenge audiences to freely interpret meaning from cinematic language according to
their own experience and ideologies, which has become a key aspect of cinema as an art

form that can communicate across borders.
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