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Teaching Process: Case Study of Aree Soothipunt. Dissertation, D.A. (Arts and
Cultural Research). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University.
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Assoc. Prof. Dr.Sathit Thimwatbunthonge.

The objectives of this study were two-fold: 1. to study the visual art concept of Aree
Soothipunt and (2) to analyze the effect of this concept on the teaching and learning process
in visual art education.

The researcher employed descriptive analysis to analyze the data collected from
documents and field notes. The following data collection methods were used: (1) in-depth
interviews with Aree Soothipunt and non-participatory classroom observations during his
lectures on different occasions from February 2015 to July 2016; (2) participatory
observations; (3) documentary research on books and other written pieces by Aree
Soothipunt, as well as those he studied, because they were regarded as an important
mechanism inspiring the visual art concept; and (4) interviews with scholars and former
students who had learned visual art concept and visual art education from Aree Soothipunt.

The results revealed that the visual art concepts of Aree Soothipunt influenced
teaching and learning process of visual art education in a number of aspects. In other words,
(1) based on progressive education, he used a student-centered approach in visual art
teaching and learning process which aimed to improve the behavior of learmers through a
combination of pragmatism and the scientific thinking process. Following experientialism,
progressive education believes that behavioral changes are the result of learning. It was
cultivated in the reflective thinking and reasoning abilities of the learners. It was also used to
promote self-expression, according to the principles liberal democracy; (2) Following
pragmatism, his teaching process emphasized doing, discovering novel teaching methods
and finding new teaching techniques to match new art materials and media to suit learners of
both genders, of all ages and with a variety of teaching and learning purposes. Moreover, it
focused more on the process rather than the product and used “Neo Drawing and Painting”
activities in the teaching and learning process which combined natural methods and
creativity; (3) Based on the concepts of liberalism, his teaching spirit is reflected in the ability
to be open-minded, embracing change or novelty, respecting individuals, identities and
diversities. This concept resulted in offering an alternative way to appreciate art in Thai society
and lowering inequality which in turn enhances equality in art education so that those who are
interested in art can understand and appreciate it. Aree Soothipunt is a role model who is
determined to create potential in people, generate ideas, and inspire visual art students with

the spirit of their teacher.
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