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Nawat Laothong. (2003). A Study of Ja Khe Variations In Pleng Kheak Mon Sam
Chan. Master thesis, M.F.A. (Ethnomusicology). Bangkok : Graduate School.
Srinakarinwirot University. Advisor Committee : Assist. Prof.Dr. Chalermpon

Ngamsutti, Assoc. Prof. Kanjana Intarasunanon.

The aim of this research was to study the variations of Ja Khe in Pleng Kheak
Mon Sam Chan and the technigues of Ja Khe performance with the following two purposes:

1. To study Ja Khe variations comparing with basic melody of Pleng Kheak Mon Sam

Chan

2. To study the techniques of Ja Khe performance in Pleng Kheak Mon Sam Chan

The research procedure began by studying the data from documents, related
researches and interview with the scorlars who know Pleng Kheak Mon Sam Chan well. The
basic melody in this study was taken from Master Nikorn Chantasorn, but Ja Khe melody from
well-known Thai music teachers. This melody was written in both western and Thai notation in
order to use it to analyze the data.

From studying the structure of basic melody of Pleng Kheak Mon Sam Chan, it was
found that Pleng Kheak Mon Sam Chan comsist of three movements. Each of these movements
has six Natap Prop Kai. And the rhythms of the fourth to the sixth Natap of each movement hold
the same melody which are regarded the significant songs. Three scales of Pleng Kheak Mon
Sam Chan comprise three sound categories: Fa and Ti are major scales found in song
movement and Do scale found in the second movement only. Having finished comparative
study of Ja Khe of four teachers, it was found that Ja Khe variations of four teachers mostly
related with the structure of basic melody since octave of Ja Khe and Khong Wong Yai is
closely related. Besides variations according to the structure of basic melody, Ja Khe variations
can be differentiated from original melody in Teaw Krap performance by using the variety of the
structure of basic melody itself. And the use of original melody of Ja Khe for the first time is the
structure of Teaw Krap variation. Besides the performances called “Kep” and “Kro” which are

regarded the basic techniques in performing Tang Puen songs, the decoration with various



techniques for Ja Khe variation was considered. This helped add the distingtive feature to Ja
Khe that hold general technique aas other musical instruments for example Sabud , Kayee and
particular technique of Ja Khe itself for example Deed Kratob 2 Sai , Deed Kratob 3 Sai , Deed
Kratob Sai (Thing — noy) and Deed Rood Sai.
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