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Abstract

This research is aimed to study the acquisition of Chinese Pictophonetic characters by Chinese major
university students in order to propose a method to help improve the leaming of Chinese Pictophonetic
characters by Chinese major students and making the teaching of Chinese Pictophonetic characters more

effective.

The research consists of two stages. In the first stage, Chinese Pictophonetic characters were selected and
categorized for the experiment. In the second stage, the researcher studied Chinese Pictophonetic
characters acquisition by the students, using the quantitative research methods, This stage was divided
into two parts. Firstly, the acquisition of meaning and pronunciation of the characters was studied.
Afterwards, the result was used to classify students’ acquisition levels. The result was analyzed using

both descriptive and statistical analysis.

The research findings are as follows.

1. Chinese language proficiency has an influence on the acquisition of Chinese Pictophonetic characters.
Learning of high proficient students tends to be more systematic and organized. Regarding the length of
study, the period of two and a haif years is insufficient for students to master the meaning and
pronunciation of the characters,

2. In learning Chinese Pictophonetic characters, students started acquiring the meaning before the
pronunciation. However, the meaning acquisition procceded at a slower rate compared to the
pronunciation acquisition which started later but improved at a faster rate.

3. Chinese Pictophonetic characters acquisition varies among students of different vears. In the first
year, the acquisition was not systematic in terms of both meaning and pronunciation aspects. In the
second year, the meaning acquisition entered a more systemized stage, but the pronunciation acquisition
still remained unsystematic. In the third year, the meaning acquisition remained in the same stage
whereas the pronunciation acquisition improved significantly and started moving towards the mastery

level.

Based on the research findings, a teaching method is proposed as a way to improve the learning of

Chinese Pictophonetic characters by Thai university students.

Keywords: Acquisition, Chinese Pictophonetic characters, Chinese major university students
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