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Bangkok : Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisory Committee :
Assoc. Prof. Dr.Napaporn Havanon, Asst. Prof. Dr.Pensiri Jeradechakul,

Asst. Prof. Dr.Surawut Padthaisong.

The objective of this research is to reveal the power of heterosexual discourse
in shaping the order of existing sexual relationship, which places Thai kathoeys, male
to female transvestites and transsexuals, as the otherness, thus becoming marginalized
people in the society. The study argues that the prevailing “sexual harassment”
theories and explanations can not unmask adequately such phenomena imposing
on them. The writer adopts autobiography methodology under constructivist ontology
to resound their voices from their discursive experiences.

Research findings disclose that heteronormativity has constructed kathoeys’
subjectivity; hence they become a docile body in a hegemonized rigid dimorphism of
two sexes, male or female. Believing that a female is their “true self’, a female
reference identity is constructed so as to fit in. This newly created social identity assigns
a certain meaning to their gender and sexual identity, thus facilitates an easier
manipulation and an exploitation of their sexuality. Kathoeys’ sexual violence varies
from a disrespectful verbal and physical attack sexually, group rape and physical
abusement, and an intrigued seduction. A certain subject position is constructed in a
discursive site resulting in their fragmented identities. Direct impacts to their life occur
both mentally and physically, including their health conditions. Being a non-existing and
a voiceless person in the hetero-patriarchical dominant society, therefore, creates a gap
of knowledge on their self identity, offers an obscure thought and a non-guided practice,
and makes possible the act of discrimination and sexual exploitation against them. They
are not adequately and fully protected of their sexual rights as a respective human
being with dignity in the society. All in all, this research offers a conceptual framework
and a perspective of kathoey sexual harassment, which violates their sexual rights and

human dignity.
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.......... What must | be, | who think and who am my thought,
in order to be what I do not think, in order for my thought to be
what | am not? ....”
Foucault. 2002: 354
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“Sexual harassment is less “epidemic” than “ endemic”

MacKinnon, Catharine. 1979: 55
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“Discourse’s intimate bearing on ideology and consciousness accounts
for its power to constitute social life and personal identity”

Bingham, Shereen G. 1994: 19
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“If a man lies with a male as with a women, both of them have committed
as abomination: they shall be put to death, their blood is upon them.”
(King. 1996 : 224 ; citing Leviticus 20 :13
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“Sex is not for desire but “an ethical life and for an economy of bodies”

Dreyfus & Rabinow. 1998: 256
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