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Assistant Professor Maneeporn Trisanawadee; & Academics Affairs, Patumwan Demonstration
School, Srinakharinwirot University. (2012). The practicum students’ attitude towards
teaching practicum at Patumwan Demonstration School, Srinakharinwirot University.

Bangkok: Patumwan Demonstration School, Srinakharinwirot University.

The purposes of this research were to study the practicum students’ attitude
before and after teaching practicum at Patumwan Demonstration School, Srinakharinwirot
University, and to compare the practicum students’ attitude before and after teaching
practicum at Patumwan Demonstration School, Srinakharinwirot University. The target
group were 40 practicum students at Patumwan Demonstration School, Srinakharinwirot
University in the second semester of the academic year 2010. The instrument for
collecting data was a 5 rating scale questionnaire focusing on practicum students’
attitude toward 5 aspects : academic matters, school supervisors, pupils, school facilities,
and surroundings, and others components. Each aspect had the validity value from
0.78 to 0.92 and the entire questionnaire had the validity value of 0.95. The collected
data were analyzed by frequency, percentile, mean (}?), standard deviation (S.D.) and
t-test dependent samples. The qualified data were analized by context synthesis of
each aspect.

The research results were :

1. The analysis of practicum students’ basic data by frequency and percentile
revealed that :

1.1 most practicum students were students from Srinakharinwirot University
which were 70.00%, second most practicum students were from Chulalongkorn
University which were 22.50%; while the rest, 7.50%, were from other institutions

1.2 85% of the practicum students were under-graduate students and 15%
of them were graduate diploma students.

2. The comparison analysis of the practicum students’ attitude before and after
teaching practicum revealed that the attitude score before teaching practicum were
significantly higher than the attitude score after teaching practicum 0.1. The average

attitude scores before teaching practicum (Expectation) was 4.26 (S.D. = 0.34) which



were at the highest level. The average attitude scores after the teaching practicum
(Outcome) was 3.86 (S.D. = 0.49) which was at the high level. When considered by
each aspect, the practicum students’ attitude scores before teaching practicum
(Expectation) were significantly higher than their attitude scores after teaching practicum
(Outcome) at the statistic level of 0.1 in every aspect. The scores of their attitude
before teaching practicum (Expectation) towards academic matters, school supervisors
and other components were at the highest level while those towards pupils, and
school facilities and surroundings were at the high level. The scores of their attitude
after teaching practicum (Outcome) towards academic matters, school supervisors, school
facilites and surroundings, and other components were at the high level while those
of their attitude towards the pupils were at the moderate level. This showed that
practicum students’ attitude before practicum teaching (Expectation) were higher than
their attitude after practicum teaching (Outcome).

3. When analyzed and synthesized opinions and suggestions of practicum
students revealed that:

3.1 For the academic matters, the school had been playing perfect roles in
teaching and learning process with perfect facilities and modern instructional media.
However, there were so many school activities that the pupils might be unable to
teach as it had been planned in each lesson plan therefore the teacher’s fringe loads
should be assigned relevant learning and teaching activites, and there should be
videos and instructional media of various subjects for practicum students to borrow for
using in the classroom. There should also be more co-operation between the school
and their universities in doing action research. The school library should be open for
students all day. Some damaged teaching materials should be fixed to be ready to
use. However, the student teachers were all impressed by the supervision system of
the school and its efficient performance.

3.2 For the school supervisors, the school had provided highly qualified
teachers to give best advice and solve all sorts of hard problems. The practicum
students felt worthwhile practicing their teaching practicum in this school since the

school supervisors were most helpful and were friendly.



3.3 For the pupils, the number of pupils in each class was so large that it
was not easy for one practicum student to manage the class well. here should be
two practicum students in each class for better class management. However, the
pupils, as a whole, were well-behaved, co-operative and helpful, there were some of
them who did not respect practicum students and never showed responsibilities for the
tidiness of their classroom. These students were untidily dressed, said rude words,
attended class late and lacked responsibility. They should be handled more strictly and
warned to pay respect to practicum students.

3.4 For school facilities and surroundings, the meeting hall as well as the
classrooms was too small concerning number of students. Some classrooms were dirty
and looked untidy and some of them even contained damaged desks and chairs.
Finally, there should be a staffroom for only practicum students or at least the actual
one should be arranged for better convenience in contacting the practicum students by

pupils.
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