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This study attemnted to construct a Pratom I urithistic test,
to find the luovel of arithmatic achievement of Pratom I chiidren, and
to compare the achiovanment betwoén sox, age and class (ropeatsrs and
non-repeaters).

To construct the tesi, 101 items were devised and 500 children
in Pratom 1I of two schools in Banghok were tested. The discriminative
rower of the itoms wes analysed, and on ithis basis, 50 items were selected
for the final test. The reliambility aund validity coefficient for the test
werz computed. Reliability of the test was found to bs .89 and valiciity
vas .38 and ,59. The average of itom-difficulty was fourd to be 62, )

To study ths arithametic achi-vement of FPratom I children Ly using
the aritlmetic test, 1,647 children fro: eleven schools in ~dueational
region I were drawn ai random. The test was piven €0 sach child in the
sample and the resmlting ésta.ware analyged statistically.

The results of the stud; wers as follows. Ths average scors was
284,48 and standerd deviation was 16.98; Scores wers normally distributed.
Eo difference was found between buys and giris in arithmstic achlisvement.
The oldar group was significantly better than the youmpger group. The
non-yupeaters were gignificantly better than the repsaters. The percentage
of ch.ldren responded correctly im each part of the test was as follows:
69 per cent for obssivation of objsets, 66.44 per cent for addition of
nunber, 56.80 per cent for substractibn, 53 par cent for ths problem on
teiling time, 42.067 per csnt for the rroblem on counting digits, and 39.5

p=r cent for tho problem on Thal mongy system.



Sore recommsmsiations for ihe administrators ito improve the Pratom 1
lavel of arithmotic achievenent wore made. Some parts of tho curziculuam;
such as problems sbout time, money and counting digits ashould be roduced;
noeve pictorlial problems should be ineluded in the text-books.

In solving the problen of grade repesters, ons year for prepaving
the children should be ineluded 1o the compulsory adueation. |

In treining teachors, the Pratom I arithmetic curriculum should be
taught and toaching materiaslse should be propared in advance. System of
mambers and aritheetic vocabularios should precede the operation of addi-~
tion and subsiragtlon,

For further researeh, informetlion on the parents' occupativn, race,

usge, and geographical locstion should ke obtsined. It might alseo be

T¢pssary to compars Praeten 1 with those from private schesls in analysming
arithmetic achiovement. Tenchers! experience snd taschers' gqualification

a8 relsted to srithmetlic schiovement should be considsred as well,



he 8 rosuit of the findings, two yecomuandatlions wore proposed
to the sehool administrators. First, the sehool sdminisirators ought to
improve the reading textbucks for Pratom I; for instencr, th rs were tecs'}"
mAny &iffiépit words such as "stalrease® In the textbooke. These words
should bs replacnd by ore elementnry ones. Sscoud, the persons pro=
poring to be elsmentary sehool teschers should have xore eg';paytzi.gty to
gain teachning experi-nes, 2nd higher quelifications should be requiired
ﬁy adnipistratora.

‘v For further rescorch, first, the investigotor rﬂsmmraa:ﬁ;d that

the giificulty of overy word in Pratom I wesding toxtbooks be studled.
Secon, for vsfining the spelliag tesh, more than one pretost might be )
requded to corveet the items In ordor that the diffsrent items would be
equal In «rrie it . Thire, resenvehers in future ought to find otber
factors ¢Of\shubing to the low spelling schisvenent shown by these
childrene |
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