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Benchamas Srimanta. (2011). Likaypha : A case Study of Likaypha Panpee Group,
Lilet Subdistrict, Phunphin District, Suratthani Province. Master thesis, M.F.A.
(Ethnomusicology). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University.
Advisor Committee: Assoc. Porf. Dr.Kanchana intarasunanon, Assoc. Porf.

Dr. Manop Wisuttiphat.

A Case Study of Likaypha Panpee Group, Lilet Subdistrict, Phunphin District,
Suratthani Province, aimed to investigate the roles of Panpee’s Likaypha in the community
of Lilet, the components and traditions of the performance as a data based for further
development, promotion and conservation of the Likaypha. The research was carried out by
means of observation, interview and taking photographs and reported in descriptive
analysis.

The findings of the study are as follows: The roles of Panpee’s Likaypha in the
community of Lilet Subdistrict involve in entertainment, profession providing, ritual
ceremony, socialization, inheritance and transmittance of folk performance. The
distinguished roles are in entertainment and rituals. In entertainment, the Likaypha is
popular among the people of Lilet community because of its simplicity in music, story, words
and lyric. In spite of the influences of modern mass media and entertainments of nowadays,
people of Lilet still lead their simple life as they used to do in the past. In rituals, the
Likaypha has its long relationship and importance in the life of folks in Lilet community as a
mean of offering scarification and paying homage to supernatural spirits which are the heart
and soul of the community. The ritual role, therefore, maintains the essence of sustaining
beliefs of the community up to now. For other roles, the Likaypha in the changing world has
lesser and lesser influence in the community.

For the components of the Panpee’s Likaypha: The Panpee’s Likaypha has 10
performers including young people at theage of 9-16 years old and senior people at the age
of 66-93 years old senior people. The performance is held on earth floor or simply
arranged stage with matted floor and curtains. The stage is divided into 2 sections, the front
section for the performance and the back section for dressing and making up as well as
being a storage and rest area. The music instruments are 2 rammanas, mong and a pair of
cymbals (ching). For the costumes, the dancers and announcer dress in traditional costume,
the sena (servant) might dresses in a fanciful costume to entertain the audiences, actors
and actresses dress suitable to the story, the musicians dress in ordinary dresses. The

stories are normally composed by the Panpee’s Likaypha compsers, for instance, Jamrat-



rasamee-manee-yodpha, Nai Choung Choomanee, A Son of Ta Cham and Dorg Mai Klang
Dong (Flower in the Wild) and etc. The performance can be held in general occasions either
in festival or demonstration in schools. The performing tradition of Panpee’s Likaypha has
somehow changed a little. The sequences of the performing starts with ritual ceremony,
music prologue, paying homage to teachers, greeting dance, story announcing, story
playing and taking leave. Some traditions such as digression with lyric on flowers and detail
briefings are omitted and sometimes the performing of Khaek Daeng story is also cut off
depending on the available of time. Nowadays, the adienees pay more attention to the story
to be performed than other aequenees.

The performance of Panpee’s Likaypha has been changing with times, however a
group of people has realized and appreciated the importance of Likaypha and thought of

conserving this art of high value to be with Lilet Subdistrict as well as they can.
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