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ABSTRACT

This research was to survey Buddhist Methods of Teaching appeared in the
Pili Canon of Buddhist Tripitaka, focused on Suftantapitaka (the Basket of
Sermons),and on two divisions, Dighanikaya (collection of Long Discourses),and
Majjhimanikaya (collection of Middle-length Discourses). A number of 186
Suttas (a discourse or dialogue) were included taken as study cases in this
research.

The research methodology was a documentary analysis, divided into S steps
: (1) a pilot survey to go to all 6 volumes to familiarize the content structure;
(2) reading and doing a shortnote all the Suttas; (3) analyzing each Sutta into
the teaching-learning components as teaching place, teacher, learner,learning
situation, teaching methods and evaluation; (4) quantitatively analysis by
frequency distribution and percentage; and (5) narratively or qualitatively
analysis of the teaching methods and other components.

The presentation of the results was done into 3 parts : (1) the contents in
brief of all 186 Suttas, (2) a quantitative analysis and (3) a qualitative analysis.

Quantitative analysis. From study of 186 Suttas, 82 (44.08 %) took place
at the Jetavan Vihara in the City of Savatthi, the rest were in other places. For
the teacher, most cases, 105 Suttas (78.49 %) Lord Buddha preached directly
by himself, 32 Suttas (17.20%) made by the Senior Disciples, and the rest, 8
Suttas (4.31%) Lord Buddha started main concepts and Senior Disciples gave the
details. For the learner, most cases, 105 Sufttas (56.45 %) were disciple monks,
other groups were monks from other beliefs and laymen from different castes.
For learning situations, 96 Suttas (51.61 %) the followers asked questions
directly to Lord Buddha, other cases were the preaching directly to the monks,
answering questions to disciples of other beliefs, and discriminating Dhamma to
different individuals. For teaching methods, multi methods were used
harmonously in each Sutta. Teaching results, mostly were learner’s self-
evaluation by saying or expressing of understanding the lesson clearly or
reaching cartain spiritual value.

Qualitative analysis could be concluded as follows :-

1. Whole process of Teaching. The whole process of Buddhist methods of
teaching could be divided into 3 stages with 5 main activities. Pre-teaching
Stage was (1) knowing beforehand information of the leamer. Teaching Stage
included (2) preparing readiness of the learner, (3) giving appropriated contents,
and (4) self-evaluation by the learner. Post-teaching Stage was (5) self-practicing
by the leamner.



2. Knowing beforehand information of the learner. These were knowing the
learner’s interest, expectations, anxieties, background, and suitable contents.

3. Preparing the learner’s readiness. These were (1) giving lesson right
away when the learner was ready to learn, (2) starting with the learner’s
question, (3) correcting improper conducts of the learner, (4) reducing leamer’s
anxieties, (5) telling stories in the past, (6) arousing of learning motivation,
(7) giving contents other than answering the leamer’s question, (8) re-arranging
the learner’s question, (9) making a comparison, (10) omitting nonsense
questions, (11) asking same questions, (12) using synonemous stories, (13)
starting with current conditions, (14) giving feedback questions, (15) using
some super-natural powers if necessary, (16) pointing out the misconceptiont of
the learner, and (17) arousing thinking with synonemous stories.

4. Teaching suitable content to the learner. These included (1) mention-
ing learner’s name for good attention, (2) arranging contents in good orders,
(3) showing clearcut evidence, (4) arousing to know more, (5) using
synonemous stories, (6) demonstrating a super-natural power if necessary, (7)
using dialogue, (8) right timing, (9) presenting contents by using synonemous,
(10) re-questioning , (11) pointing strengths and weaknesses, (12) telling the
contrast, (13) starting with main concepts and followed with details, (14) telling
past stories,(15) paying no attention to nonsense questions, (16) predicting future
events, (17) using poetry, (18) exclamationing, (19) emphasizing a self-reliance,
(20) personifying stories, (21) giving principles for judgement, (22) caring of
the learner, (23) motivating self-practice, (24) good advising and supporting,
(25) accepting and (26) leaving as they were in some cases.
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