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A STUDY OF THE RRADING INTERESTS OF THIRTEEN TO EIGHTLEN
YEARS OLD STUDENTS IN GOVERNMENT SECONDARY SCHOOLS

IN BANGKOX METROPOLITAN

ABSTRACTS
BY

PICHAT THEPNIMITR

Presented 1n partial fulfilment of the requirements

for the Master of Education Degree
at the College of Education

August 31, 1973



The purpose of this research was to study the readaing inlerests
of students ages 13 = 18 years old as to which kind of books they like
to read and to find out whether or not differences in age, sex, grade
level, academic ach%evement, and parental occupation were related to
the readang interests of students. The samples used in the study
were 1,993 students, ages 13 = 18 years old in govermment secondary

schoolg in Bangkok Metropolitan-an the academc year 1972.

The findings of the study were as follows, the younger students
lake to read more kinds of books than the older ones. The books that
students of each age were interested in were books on costume and ]
fashion, humen civilization, theory of learming, memory and forgetting,

I.Q. and intelligence tests, teaching and study, curricula of schools,

colleges and umversitiog,

In comparing Lhe boys! reading interests with that of the girls
1n parteular types of books, the study disclosed thai boys aged
13 years old were interested in costume and fashion, 14 and 16 year old
boys were interested in personal hygiene, 15 year old ones were lnterested
1n books giving general knowledge, boys ages 17, 18 years old and
garls of the age of 17 years were interested in books on how to study
whaich concerned the theory of learming and concerned memory and forgett-
ing, I.Q. and intellrgence tests, thriteen year old girls were interested

in books about astronomy, the 14 year old students in Jataka, 15 and 18

year old students in books on miscellaneous knowledge, 16 year old



students 1n books which could help to improve their livaing and in books

about the theory of lcarning which includes memory and forgetting,

I1.Q. and aintelligzence tests.

Age, sex, academic achievement, parental occupation and grade
level were sigmficent factors affecting the students'! choice of
readaing.

Suggestion given to those concerned wath publaishing and provaiding
books for students for examples; librarians, parents, writers, publishers,

etc. was that they should publish or provide the raght kand of books to

satisfy the interest of the students as indicated by thais study.
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