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Achara Worakramon. (2005). The Sending of Students on the Royal Thai Government
Scholarship Abroad for Further Education, 1932 — 1965. Master's Project,
M.Ed. (History). Bangkok : Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University.

Project Advisor: Asst. Prof. Dr.Chakrit Choomwattana.

This Master's Project is meant to study about the sending of students on
government scholarship abroad by focussing on policies, process of selection, sources of
fund, fields of study, number of grantees and countries where students were likely to be
sent to during 1932 — 1965.

It is found that after the revolution of 1932 there was a change of policy in sending
students abroad. The King’s scholarships were cancelled and replaced by government
scholarships conducted by the Civil Service Commission, which would be granted on the
basis of equality, knowledge and competence of students more than their family background
or patronage relationship. Students were sent to European countries such as England,
France, Germany and were to be under the supervision of the officers in the Royal Thai
Embassies concerned. While W.W.II. took place in Europe, scholarship granting was
suspended. Later, the number of students sent abroad increased during 1948 — 1975 as
Thailand was in need of revitalizing her economy after the war. In 1949, Offices of Thai
Educational Affairs were first set up in a few foreign countries. Many students were,
however, likely to continue their study in the United States.

As for the last period of this study, 1958 — 1965, the government preferred to grant
scholarships to lecturers because educational development was more emphasized than
before. The National Plan on Educational Development was put into effect during this time
as well. Therefore, more lecturers educated from abroad were expected to come back to

pass on their knowledge to a larger number of people.
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