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One distingiusned feature of Thai foreign policy has been thac
adherance to "neutrality", that 1s balancing of her relationships with
other countries in such a way that she waill not be permanently tried
up with any exesting major powers and thereby always leaving herself
open to Ifuture policy adjustmente. But her foreign policy during the
years B.E. 2481 = 2487, however, could be regarded as markedly different
from any mttherto followeds Prior to the ouibreak of the Second World
War, .Thailand had declared herself "neutral", Unfortunately, This
traditional policy of 51ttin§ on the fence dad not last long before_it“
was doomed when her neutrality was violaved and she had to abandon that
pelicys Pressed by the carcumstances, Thailand had to shaké hands with
Japan i1n the Second World War,

This during thec said period the foreign policy of Thailand
deviated from its traditional course. And it was quite a remarkable
tagk that with her skill of self -~ adaptation, Though been forced as a
prisoner of circermstancese Thailand had been forced to join with the
Japanese 1n the war agoanst the Allies she emerged from it practically
unpunished, This 1s indeed an interesting subject for analysis and 1t is

the purpose of this thesis,
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