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The most valuable 100 people to bring into a deteriorating
society would not be economists, or politicians,
or engineers,

but rather 100 entrepreneurs.

UNESCO, Readings in the Economics
of Education. 1968, p.623.
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The maifi problem of development which has led to‘this study is that
Thalland has been short of entrepreneurs to facilitate its sconnmie .growth.
Thus there is a great need to identify the process of becomimg entreprenuers;
the influenaing factorsrelated to the occupation, especially education and
training of those prepared to be entrepreneurs; and the ways to generate this
group of people, which in the long run will be considered as a vital tool to
tackle the chronical unemployment problem of the country,

Three objectives of this study were as follows:

1. To find the process of entering entrepreneurial career, current
condition of work and occupational problem confronted.

2, To find the differences in human factors between the entrepreneurs
and the wage earners, and

3. To find the relationship among human factors and education and
socio~economic background.

. A sample of 200 was selected by quota-stratified sampling from smsll
manufacturing industries in Bangkok, This sample composed of 100 entre-
preneurs and 100 wage earners, The entrepreneurs were those who owned the
enterprise either wholly or partially that generates the business., One
wage earner was ®elected from eaeh of the sampled factory using the criteria
that he must not be a relative of the selected entrepreneur nor own any
business and have worked more years than any other wage earner.

Data were collected by interviewing and then analysed by the
statistical methods of frequency count, percentage, chi-square, partial
correlation, discriminant function analysis, and factor analysis,

The major findings are, firstly, the environment and the closely

related persons ere more influential to beeoming an entrepreneur.
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Especially the individual's previous occupation in small business, parent's
occupation in business, and relatives or close friends in business, are
related to one's becoming an entre prennues secondly, the human factor
differentiating the two sampled groups are respectively the perception of
business opportunity, inventiveness, rational risk taking, economic
rationality, and internal control, Finally, the education variables,

which are significantly related to such human factors, are the experience
of business tours, factory visitings, and attitute, value and interest in

vocational education and training.
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