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SOME ARTICLES IN THE SANGHA ACT OF 1962 A.D.
THAT OBSTRUCTED THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE

THAI SANGHA BETWEEN 1962 AND 1992 A.D.

AN ABSTRACT
BY

SAWEK SUBUNAGATE

Presented in partial fuifiliment of the requirements
for the Master of Arts degree in Thai History
at Srinakharinwirot University

March 1997



This thesis studies specific articlés in the Sangha Act
of 1962 that obsturcted the administration of the Thai Sangha
between 1962 and 1992 AD.

The research found that from the date of its
promulgation in 1862 to the present, the administration of the Thai
Sangha has encountered many problems. The Sangha Supreme
Council centralization style delayed most problem solving
procedures. During the time this Sangha Act was enforced, there
were many problems. For example, many monks misbehaved and
different religions practices arose. The only remedy to solving these
problems was to fix thosei probiematic articlies in the Sangha Act of
1962. This can be done in at least 2 ways. Firstly, decentralize the
administrative power of the Sangha Supreme Council. Secondary,
the government should add some necessary articles to the Sangha
Act, namely : the role and duty of the Department of Religions
affairs relating to Buddhism, the stricter rules for screening men
who want to join the monkhood, stringent, control of the Sangha
in making religions related objects fdr worship and of monks in
performing any supernatural acts. Strong punishments should be
introduced for those act in violation of these rules. Only with the
above - suggested necessary articles added could problems
stemming from the weakness existing inthe Sangha Act of 1962

be resolved .
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