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The purpose of this study was to construct a qualitative
diegnostic test in basie skills of English reading conprehension,
This diasgnostic test conprised seven subtests : verbs, prepositlons,
pronouns and possessives, adjectlves and adverbs, conjunctions,
wh « questions and vocabularles. It was desimmed to reveal
wealnesses and the causes of the weaknosses in basic skills of English
reading conprehension for the students who had finished Mattayon
Suksa II and began to learn English reading comprehension skills in
Hattayom Svksa ITI. The stratified random sampling was enployed to
draw a total of 777 Mattayon Suksa III students of the acaderic year
1965 from the schools under Depsrtmnent of General Education, in
Sanutpralarn Provinee.

The test constructed according to the behavioral objectives
wad begun with survey tests in the form of completion. The survey
tosts were designed to investigate the defects of the students!
wrong ahswers, The defects were taken to determine the response
distributes in iten specification. The five multiple - choice
diagnostic test was designed according to the-item specification and
was tried out for threec times. The first testing was for item
analysis and for collecting and improving the items, The second one
was for item analysis and for collecting the items. The third one
was to find oul the quality of the test and to analysea the defects
of the students! wrong answers. In addition, the manual of the test

administration was already prepared.



The rosult of this study indicated that the difficulty index
of cach item ranged from ,50 to +95 and the discrimination index of
egach iten ranged from ,09 to 1.00, The reliabiltics of seven subteste
were 9443, .5368, 859, 7891, 7984, 8080 and 7918 respectively,
The content validity of the test was examined by judgements of
subject matter experts as to the conslstency between ltems and
objoectives. The experts‘judgements were telen to compute an index
of iten - objoctive consistency, and the index ranged from ,5 to
1,00, This indicated that the dlagnostic test really had contenmt

validity.
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