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Induced abortion in Thai society is restricted by law, religion and social

attitudes. But women continue to terminate unwanted pregrancy despite the risk

to their lives and health, risk of arrest and social labeling. This study aims at

examining the conditions that lead to unwanted pregnancies and to explore the

process of decision-making that women go through before having an abortion.
In-depth interviews were édnducted with 38 women who decided to terminate
their pregnancies and with 20 women who decided to carry the pregnancies to
term. The results are as follows :

A double standard with regard to values and social norms as well as
gender imequity are the major reasons for unwanted pregnancies in Thai society.
Tréditi_onal attitudes regarding the role of women lead to lack of education about
fertility, inappropriate contraceptive methods and lack of knowledge about how to
avolid pregnancy. |

The decision to have an abortion stems from social value, economic and
educational constraints. Faced with a‘difﬁcult dilemma, women will choose the
route that puts their life and social status in the best position. Unfortunately,
many women are deprived of -safe abortion services because of inadequate, or
complete ébscence of, information about the existence of safe services, social
taboos, legal restrictions and high costs. As a result, many women turn to unsafe
abortion seﬁices and risk, if not death, then terrible complications from the
abortioﬁ. | |

The most efficient way to eliminate induced abortion is to prevent

unwanted pregnancy. This can be accomplished through adolescent sex _-

education, changes in traditional attitudes about gender equality and easily

\_“""\ .. .
‘available information about contraceptive methods.. In addition, better counseling

networks should be widely establised to provide information about safe abortion

services to assist women in their decision - making,.
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