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Jitsachee Amormphan. (2000). Japan’s New Order in Asia during 1938-1945. Master thesis, M.A.
A
(Asia/History). Bangkok : Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee

+ Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chaiwat Khamchoo, Assist. Prof. Malinee Praserthdam.

This research work airné to analyse and evaluate Japan's New Order in Asia during
1938-1945. |

It argues that Japan's New Order in Asia arose from internal and external factors which
affected Japan since World War |. The internal factor included the economic problems which hit
Japan the hardest since the Meiji restoration. Concurrently, the external factor hindered Japan's
pursuit of economics interests resulting in its govemment's inability to cure the economic malaise. To
cope with these domestic problems, the military and the nationalists were of the opinion that Japan
had no choice but to expand its territories. Japan’'s military action in Manchuria in 1931 and its
subsequent decision to wage war against China in 1937 reflected these military and nationalists’
ideas.

Then, Prime Minister Konoe Fumimaro proclaimed Japan’s New Order in East Asia on
November 3, 1938. Inially, the main objective of this scheme was to unite Japan, China, ar?\ct
Manchukuo in order to bring this region under Japan’s economic, political and ctitural control.
Southeast Asia was later incorporated into this New Order plan. Although the stated purpose of the
New Order was to fight against Communism and to eradicate the Western imperialist powers, its real

goal was to serve Japan's sole interests.
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HNIANKIAN 2

Konoe on The New Order

in East Asia*

Premier Konoe Fumimaro on 3 November, 1938 proclaimed The New Order in East Asia.
The three-time premier has become the focus of diverse interpretations regarding his posture
vis-a-vis the military in the years just prior to the Pacific War. Here Premier Konoe, in proclaiming
the New Order, enunciated his principles for solution of the “China incident”. The New Order was a
construct part way along a scale ascending in scope between the East Asia Cooperative Body and
East Asia Co-Existence Sphere on the one hand and the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere on
the other. The New Order embraced Japan, Man-chukuo and China, but not yet any of South-East,
Asia. Konoe's primary concerns were for security (against communism) and access to natural
resources. This version of his proclamation comes from The Japan Times, 23 December 1938.

The Japanese Government are resolved, as has been clearly set forth in their two previous
statements issued this year, to cary on the military operations for the complete extermination of the
anti-Japanese Kuomintang Govemment, and at the same time to proceed with the work of
establishing a New Order in East Asia together with those far-sighted Chinese who share in our
ideals. and aspirations.

The spirit of renaissance is now sweeping over all parts of China and enthusiasm for
reconstruction is mounting ever higher. The Japanese Government desire to make public their basic
policy for adjusting the relations between- Japan and China in order that their intentions may be
thoroughly understood both at home and abroad.

Japan, China and Manchukuo will be united by the common aim of establishing the New
Order in East Asia and of realizing the relationship of neighbourly amity, common dt‘efence against
Communism, and economic cooperation. For that purpose it is necessary first of ali that China
should cast aside all narrow and prejudiced views belonging to the past and do away with the folly
of anti-Japanism and resentment regarding Manchukuo. In other words, Japan frankiy desires China
to enter of her own will into complete diplomatic relations with Manchukuo.

The existence of the Comintem influence in East Asia cannot be toleratéci, Japan therefore
considers it an essential condition of the adjustment of the Sino-Japanese relations as [sic] there
should be concluded an anti-Comintern agreement between the two countries in consonance with
the spirit of the anti-Comintern agreement between Japan, Germany and ltaly, and in order to
ensure the full accomplishment of her purpose, Japan demands, in view of the actual circumstances

prevailing in China, that Japanese troops be stationed, as an anti-Communist measure, at specified

* ‘ﬁu"r . Joyce C. Lebra. (1975). op. cit. p.68-72.
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points during the time the said agreements is [sic] in force, and also that the inner Mongolian region

be designated as a special anti-Communist area.

As regards heconomic relations between the two countries, Japan does not intend to
exercise an economic monopoly in China. Nor does she intend to demand of China to limit the
interests of those third Powers who grasp the meaning of the New East Asia and are willing to act
accordingly. Japan only seeks to render effective the cooperation and collaboration between the two
countries. That is to say, Japan demands that China, in accordance with the principle of equality
between the two countries, should recognize the freedom of residence and trade on the part of
Japanese subjects in the interior of China, with a view to promoting the economic interests of both
peoples ; and that, in the light of t.he historical and economic relations between the two nations,
China should extend to Japan facilities for the development of China's natural resources, especially
in the regions of North China and Inner Mongoilia.

The above gives the éeneral lines of what Japan demands of China. If the object of Japan
in conducting the present vast military campaign be fully understood, it will be plain that what she
seeks is neither territory nor indemnity for the costs of military operations. Japan demands only the
minimum guarantee needed for the execution by China of her function as a participant in the
establishment of the new order. |

Japan not only respects the sovereignty of China, but she is prepared to give positive
consideration to the questions of the abolition of extraterritoriality and of the rendition of the

concessions and settlements mattars which are necessary for the full independence of China.
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Proclamation of the Greater

East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere*

Matsuoka Yosuke was. Foreign Minister during the signing of the Tripartite Pact in Konoe's
second cabinet. The Foreign Minister’s proclamation of the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere
on 1 August, 1940 followed by a few days a radio address by Premier Konoye on the same subject.
Matsuoka spoke of Japan's mission-and principles, settlement of the China Incident, and of the core
area of Japan, Manchuria and China. Matsuoka equated the Co-Prosperity Sphere with the New
Order and ‘Security Sphere.” But by August his concept of lebensraum had broadened to include the
Netherlands Indies and French Indo-China. This proclamation appeared in the Asahi Shimbun
2 August 1940.

Summary : 1. The world-wide declaration of the Imperial Way (proclaimed by Foreign
Minister Matsucka) is the mission of the Empire, and if this policy is realized all people E;n'd all
nations will prosper.

2. Our present foreign policy is to establish the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere,
but the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere is the same as the New Order in East Asia Sphere
or the Security Sphere, and its scope includes Scuthern areas such as the Netherlands Indies and
French Indo-China : the three nations of Japan, Manchuria and China are one link.

3. The process of establishing the Greater, East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere — that is, the
first step — is to avoid all obstacles, tangible or intangible, which attend completion. of dealing with
the China Incident. |

‘To strengthen cooperation with friendly nations which support the Greater East Asia
Co-Prosperity Sphere we must pash ahead to establish our nation’s principles and mission,” he
proclaimed.

Wpeech: ‘I asserted that the mission of Japan is to proclaim the Imperial Way toward the
world in international relations. | believe many nations depend on the Imperial Way. That is, our
present foreign policy will aim at establishing the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere, linking
Japan, Manchuria and China based on the great spirit of the Imperial Way. Because of this we may
begin the process of contributing to establishing world peace and proclaim the Imperial Way
decisively; but 1 believe that our people can avoid all our struggles, tangible or intangible, underlying
this process. Moreover, we must achieve the mission and principles of our nation which are imposed
by heaven, through unswerving courage toward the cooperation of concerned friendly nations. There

is no time to say more. To establish the fareign goals of Japan it is the cistinctive foreign policy of

* fiun - Ibid. p.73-74.
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the present cabinet to frame a policy so as to create friendly nations. This is not to say the previous
cabinet had a policy of cooperating with cooperative nations regarding the handling of the China
Incident, excluding opposing nations. But it is necessary that Japan must create as many friendly
nations as possible in the present international situation by operating actively toward many powers,
We are not trying to please every-one at once. | am certain that Japan cannot try to please
everyone. | hope you will understand our unswerving non-commitment policy for the moment. It is

natural to include French Indo-China and the Netherands Indies in the Greater East Asia

Co-Prosperity Sphere.’
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Tojo Greets the Greater East Asia Conference *

In the first week of November, one year after creation of the Greater East Asia Ministry, |
delegates were invited from many nations within the Co-Prosperity Sphere to Tokyo. There were
also delegates from the Free India Provisional Govemment, including Indian National Army
commander Subhas Chandra Bose. In a speech of welcome Premier, Tojo spoke of expunging
Western. colonial, exploitation from Asia and establishing in its place a New Order based on justice
and peace. The purpose of the Conference, according to Tojo, was to discuss successful conclusion
of the war and creation of the New Order. He thanked the delegates for their cooperation in the
common cause. The Joint Declaration of the Conference, drafted by the government, is also
included here. These documents are found in the Gaimusho Gaiko Shiryokan, volume : Dai Toa

Senso kankeiikken (Matters refating to the Greater East Asia war}), May-November 1943.

Address of Prime Minister General Hideki Tojo before

the Assembly of Greater East-Asiatic Nations

As the representative of the sponsor nation, | have the privilege to extend to you the
sincere greetings of the Japanese Government and to make a statement of their views.

Some time ago, the Japanese Government proposed the convening of an Assembly of the
Greater East-Asiatic Nations for the purpose of holding frank deliberations on. policies relative to
bringing the War of Greater East Asia to a successful conclusion and to constructing a New Order in
Greater East Asia. This proposal, | am happy to say, met with hearty approval on the part of all the
countries concerned, and it is with a sense of great pleasure and profound gratitude that today at
this gathering | bid welcome to Your Excellencies as representatives of the nations of Greater East
Asia. | am also happy Iq say that this Assembly is honoured by the presence of His Excellency,
Subhas Chandra Bose, the Head of the Provisional Government of Free India.

During the past centuries, the British Empire, through fraud and aggression, acquired vast
territories throughout the world and maintained its domination over other nations and peoples in the
various regions by keeping them pitted and engaged in conflict ane against another. On the other
hand, the United States which, by taking advantage of the disorder and confusion in Europe, had
established its supremacy over the American continents, spread its tentacles to the Pacific and ta

East Asia following its war with Spain. Then, with the opportunities afforded by the First World War,

* fn7 : Ibid. p.88-94.
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the United States began to pursue its ambition for world hegemony. More recently, with the outbreak
of the present war, the United States has further intensified its imperialistic activities, making fresh
inroads into North Africa, West Africa, the Atlantic Ocean, Australia, the Near East and even into
India, apparently in an attempt to usurp the place of the British Empire.

The need of upholding international justice and of guaranteeing world peace is habitually
stressed by America and Britain. They mean thereby no more and no less than the preservation of a
world order of .their‘ own, based upon division and conflict in Europe and upon the perpetuatGion of
their colonial exploitation of Asia. They sought to realize their inordinate ambitions in Asia, through
political aggression and economic exploitation; they brought on conflict among the various peoples;
they tried to destroy their racial inte'lgrity under the fair name of education and culture. Thus, they
have to this day threatened constantly the existence of the nations and peoples of Asia, disturbed
their stability, and suppressed their natural and proper development. It is because of their notion to
regard East Asia as a colony that they harp upon the principles of the open door and equal
opportunity simply as a convenient means of pursuing their sinister designs of aggression. While
constantly keeping their own territories closed to us, the peoples of Asia, denying us the equality of
opportunities and impeding our trade, they sought solely their own prosperty.

The Anglo-American ambition of world hegemony is indeed a scourge of mankind and the
root of the world’s evils. Movements for emancipation have occurred from time to time among the
nations. and peoples of East Asia, but due to the ruthless and tyrannical armed oppression by
America and Britain, or due to their malicious old trick of division and alienation for ruiing other
races, those patriotic efforts ended largely in.failure. Meanwhile, Japan's rise of power and prestige
was looked upon by America and Britain with increasing dislike. They made it the cardinal point of
their East Asia Policy on the one hand, to restrain Japan at every tum and on the other, to alienate
her from the other countries of East Asia. It was obviously unwise for them to permit either the rise
of any one country as a great Power. or the banding together of the various nations. and peoples.
These American and British methods became more and more sinister and high-handed, especially in
the last several years.

Next, it is my desire to express to you the fundamental views of the Japanese Government
regarding the construction of Greater East Asia.

It is my belief that to enable all nations each to have its proper place and to enjoy the
blessings of common prosperity by mutual efforts and mutual help is the fundamental condition for
the establishment of warld peace. And | must furthermore say that to practise mutual help among
the neighbouring nations in one region, fostering one ancther’s national growth and establishing a
relationship of common prosperity and well-being, and at the same time, to cultivate reiations of
harmony and concord with nations of other regions is the most effective and the most practical

method of securing world peace.
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It is an incontrovertible fact that the nations of Greater East Asia are bound, in every
respect, by the ties of an inseparable relationship. | firmly believe that such being the case, it is their
common mission to secure the stability of Greater East Asia and to construct a new order of
common prosperity and well-being.

This new order of Greater East Asia is to rest upon the spirit of justice that is inherent in
Greater East Asia. In this respect it is fundamentally different from the old order designed to serve
the interests of the United States and Britain who do not hesitate to practise injustice, deception and
exploitation in order to promote their own prosperity.

The nations of Greater East Asia, while mutually recognizing their autonomy and
independence, must, as a whole, eic,tablish among themseilves relations of brotherly amity. Such
relations cannot be created if one country should utilize another as a means to an end. | believe
that they come into being only when there is mutual respect for one another's autonomy and
independence, when all countries are willing to accept the principle of ‘live and let live,” and give
expression to their real selves.

A superior order of culture has existed in Greater East Asia from its very beginning.
Especially the spiritual essence of the culture of Greater East Asia is the most sublime in the world.
It is my belief that in the wide diffusion throughout the world of this culture of Greater East Asia by
its further cultivation and refinement lies the salvation of mankind from the curse of materialistic
civilization and our contribution to the welfare of ali humanity. It is incumbent upon us all mutually .‘°
respect one another’s glorious traditions and to develop 'the creative spirit and genius of our peoples
and thereby to enhance even more the culture of Greater East Asia.

Furthermore, | believe that in order to promote the-welfare of the people and to repienish
the national power, the nations of Greater East Asia must carry on close economic collaboration on
the basis of reciprocity and jointly promote the prosperity of Greater East Asia. Hitherto, Greater
East Asia has been for many years the object of Anglo-American exploitation, but henceforth we
must be also autonomous and independent in the economic field to gain prosperity, by mutually
depending on and helping each other.

The new order of Greater East Asia which we are building is not exclusive unto itself, but
rather it seeks positively to enter into cooperative relations with the nations of the world, politically,
economically and also culturally, and thus contribute to the world’s advancement. This differs
completely from the way of the United States and Britain which, while advocating freedom and
equality, oppress and discriminate against other nations and other peoples; which, while imposing
the open door on others monaopolize vast territories and natural resources, threaten the existence of
others without compunction and etard the genera advancement of the entire world.

The construction of Greater East Asia is being realized with a grim steadiness in the midst
of war. In contrast, what are America and Britain doing in India? Britain's oppression of India grows

in severity with every passing day; while America’s ambition has recently asserted itself. Discord
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and friction between Britain and America on the one hand and the Indian masses on the other are
aggravating, and the Indian people are being subjected to indescribable hardships and
tributations....However, regardless of what the enemy may do, Japan is determined to follow,
together with the other nations of Greater East Asia, the path of justice, to deliver Greater East Asia,
from the fetters of America and Britain and, in cooperation with her neighbouring nations, to strive to
ward the reconstruction and development of Greater East Asia.

Today, the unity of the countries and peoples of Greater East Asia has been achieved and
they have embarked upon the gigantic enterprise of constructing Greater East Asia for the common
prosperity of all nations. This surely_ must be regarded as the grandest spectacle of human effort in
modermn times.

The War of Greater East Asia is truly a war to destroy evil and to make justice manifest.
Ours is a righteous cause. Justice knows no enemy and we are fully convinced of our ultimate
victory.

Japan is grateful to the nations of Greater East Asia for the whale-hearted cooperation
which they are rendering in this war. Japan is firmly determined, by c:mp;erating with them and by
strengthening her collaboration with her allies in Europe, to carry on with indefatigable spirit and with
convictian in sure victory in this war, the intensity of which is expected to mount from day to day.
Japan, by overcoming all difficulties, will do her full share to complete the construction of Greater

East Asia and contribute to the establishment of world peace which is the common mission of us all.

Joint Declaration of the Greater East Asia Conference

It is the basic principle for the establishment of world peace that the nations of the world
have each its proper place, and enjoy prosperity in common through mutual aid and assistance.

The United States of America and the British Empire have in seeking their own prosperity
oppressed other nations and peoples. Especially in East Asia, they induiged In insatiable
aggressiuﬁ and exploitation, and sought to satisfy their inordinate ambition of enslaving the entire
region, and finally they came to menace seriously the stability of East Asia. Herein lies the cause of
the present war.

The countries of Greater East Asia, with a view to contributing to the cause of woria
peace, undertake to cooperate to ward prosecuting the War of Greater East Asia to a successful
conclusion, liberating their region from the yoke of British-American domination, and ensuring their
self-existence and self-defence, and in constructing a Greater East Asia in accordance with the
following principles :

1. The countries of Greater East Asia through mutual cooperation will ensure the stability

of their region and construct an order of common prosperity and well-being based upon justice.
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2. The countries of Greater East Asia will ensure the fraternity of nations in their region,
by respecting one another's sovereignty and independence and practising mutual assistance and
amity.

3. The countries of Greater East Asia by respecting one anothers. traditions and

developing the creative facuities of each race, will enhance the culture and civilization of Greater

East Asia.

4., The countries of Greater East Asia will endeavour to accelerate their economic
development through close cooperation upon a basis of reciprocity and to promote thereby the
general prospernty of their region.

5. The countries of Greaier East Asia will cultivate friendly relations with all the countries
of the world, and work for the abolition of racial discrimination, the promotion of culturat intercourse
and the opening of resources throughout the world, and contribute thereby to the progress of

mankind.
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