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Kanchana Tonpo. (2014). The Study of Thai ldiomatic Expressions in the Editorials of Daily
Newspapers. Research paper. Bangkok: Innovative Leamning Center, Srinakarinwirot

University. 202 pages.

The objectives of this research were 1) to study the structure of of Thai Idiomatic
Expressions in the Editorials of Daily Newspapers, 2) to investigate the origin of those
expressions, and 3) to examine the social values reflected by those expressions. A total of 939
Thai Idiomatic were obtained from 919 issues of three daily newspapers — Bangkokbiznews,
Thairath, and Matichon — dated from January 1St, 2013 to December 31St, 2013.

The study has found that there are three types of the language structure of the
Idiomatic expressions in the editorials of these daily newspapers, namely, words, phrases
and sentences. The function of these expressions is as a unit which is equivalent to one
word and it means only one thing in particular. As for the origins of the expressions, they were
found to be derived from stories, situations, and the surrounding environment. The expressions
could be separated according to origin into twelve categories, including nature and the
environment, human nature, politics, wars and fighting, economy and finance, foreign languages,
sports, entertainment, science and technology, beliefs, novels, and miscellaneous. Finally, the
expressions reflected four social values: politics, education, economy, and general social status.

These- expressions do not have direct or word for word meanings but their
meanings are given by means of comparison, whose connotative meanings differ from the
originals. The ldiomatic expressions found in the newspapers consist of old expressions,
those that have been adapted from old expressions, expressions that change the context of
usage and newly coined expressions. All these are distinctive characteristics of the use of
expressions in the editorials of the daily newspapers, resulting heightening the emotions

and feelings and enabling readers to have clearer imagination.

Keywords: ldiomatic, Editorials of Daily Newspapers
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