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The development of child-centered assessment project is a 2-year continuing
project under the research project “The Development of Children as REsearchers and
Child-Centered Assessment Project”. The specific purpose of the project was to
investigate and compare teachers’ knowledge of child-centered assessment before and
after their involvements in the project, to study the results of their arrangements of
child-centered assessment, to study the children’s development and learning skills,
and to investigate their learning resulting of the teachers’ assessments.

The samples in the project involved both teachers and students. The 31
teachers of 1% and 2™ -year kindergarten classes of 1* semester in 2003 were drawn
from 9 primary schools under the administration of Ratchaburi Office of Educational
Zone 1, Muang and Watphaeng Districts. Participation in the project was voluntary.
The project involved 1,307 students who attended the classes overseen by the teachers.

The tool used in this research was é handbook of child-centered assessment at
early childhood level. The tools used for data collection consisted of those for both
teachers and children. Tools for teachers were a self-evaluation questionnaire about
teachers® knowledge of child-centered assessment; a self-evaluation questionnaire
about child assessment’s methods, planning operations, scopes, and advantages
toward learning management; and a follow-up questionnaire about child-centered
assessment using supervision by mail. For children’s tools, they were an evaluation
form for children development; a checklist form for children’s language development;
an evaluation form for children’s learning skills; an observation form for children
behavior while doing daily routines; a form to record children’s works while learning;

and an evaluation form by portfolio. The quantitative data were analyzed by using



mean, standard deviation, and dependent sample t-test. The descriptive data were
analyzed by statement synthesis and their main contents were concluded.

The results of study were:

The outcomes of teachers’ and children’s project involvements were as
follows.

1) The average score of teachers’ knowledge about child-centered assessment
in general and in each area namely knowledge about assessment; knowledge about
new approach of assessment for early childhood level; and the application of
knowledge about child-centered assessment into practice, was increased with
statistical significance at .01.

2) The teachers utilized various methods of child assessment. The methods
with most frequent use were talking without record; observation without record;
portfolio for progress evaluation of children learning; talking with parents; and oral
test respectively. Teachers’ planning operations for child assessment were at the high
level with following topics in order: creative activities; work selection for assessment;
experience reinforcement activities; rhythmic movement activities; corner playing
activities; education game activities; and preparations in advance for assessment tools.
Teachers’ scopes of assessment for children development were at the high level in all
areas. They were emotional and mental, social, physical and intellectual areas
respectively. The teachers’ opinions about the advantages of child assessment tcward
learning management were at the high level in all items. Most teachers understood the
integration of assessment and learning management; knew how to record data
systemically; allowed relevant persons to involve in the assessment; utilized various
methods; and were able to arrange assessment for children’s learning development.

3) The children’s emotional, social, physical and intellectual developments
respectively were at the good level. Their language developments in writing, listening,
speaking and reading respectively were at the good level. Their skills in learning,
human relations, discipline, observation, creative thinking, leadership, learning
process, and problem solving respectively were at the good level.

4) The major results of children’s learning could be concluded as follows. The
children were interested in learning about things outside the class. They learned from
observations, demonstrations and experiments; and could create their own works.
They liked to play by using energy (boys) and gained more enjoyment when playing
in the sun than in the shade. They adjusted themselves well to play with friends, and



knew how to share and wait. They had longer patience doing their experience
reinforcement activities. They paid attention to listening and were able to answer
teachers’ answers. They could express their opinions to teachers and friends. Most
children did the daily routines themselves, and followed group’s or class’s agreements
well. The works that they did best and liked to do were mostly those from creative art

and artifact activities.
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