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The purpose of this research was to study the pattemns of viewing and utilizing
of news programs on TV of the group-tutor teachers of Non-formal Secondary
Education class. The research topics included (1) the types of news programs the
teachers view on TV and the quantity of their viewing; (2) the teachers’ utilizing of TV
news programs in the group-meeting classes; (3) the comparison of the teachers’
viewing and utilizing patterns, divided by their sex and by class level under their
responsibility; and (4) the teachers' opinions and recommendations in viewing and
utilizing TV news in teaching process.

The sample of this study consisted of 330 group teachers ramdomed from the
total 1,850 teachers working in 4 Bangkok Non-formal Education Centres. A designed
questionnaire was used for data collection. Arithmetic means, standard deviation, t-test
and percentages were used to analyze the collected data.

The results of the study were the following:

1. As 1o the pattem of viewing news programs on TV, it was found that the
group-tutor teachers as a whole viewed TV news programs at a moderate level. The
following order of 11 programs being viewed at a high level: royal news, news on
education, news on state and political events, “Teasing News" Program, news on
foreign affairs, sports news, news on science, technology and medical issues, news on
crimes, news on national development, news on health, and news on accidents,

2. Conceming the teachers’ utilizing of TV news programs in the group-
meeting classes, it was found that most programs were utilized at a moderate level.
The only program being utilized at a high level was news on education.

3. The average time the teachers spent on viewing TV news was 70 minutes
per day. The channels they preferred for viewing news, from most to least, were:
Chennel 7, Channel 3, ITV, Channe!l 9 and Channel 11. The reasons of their selection
were the following: immediate presentation, arrangements of news presentation, news
presenters' reading skills and personalities, the different styles of presentation from
other channels, and trust in the editorial board.

4. In comparing the viewing pattern of male teachers with that of female
ones, it was found that male teachers viewed the following 10 programs at a higher
level than female teachers: news on state and political events, military news, news on
crimes, news on science, technology and medical issues, sports news, “News Analysis”

Program, “Hotdine” Program, “Asian Games” Report, “Daily News" Program, and



“Headline News" Program. There were, however, only 2 programs that female teachers
viewed at a higher level. They were: news on women's issues and “Agricultural News”
Program. Conceming the utilizing pattern, male teachers utilized 23 news programs at
a higher level than the female while female teachers utilized at a higher level than the
male only 1 program, news on women'’s issues.

5. In comparing lower secondary teachers with upper secondary teachers,
it was found that their viewing pattems were, mostly, not significantly different. The
former group’s viewing average was higher in 2 programs, military news and news on
the supernatural while the latter's viewing average was higher in 1 program, “News
Analysis” Program. Concerning the utilizing of news programs, both groups were not
significantly different.

6. The reasons why the teachers utilized news programs in their class were
the following: they can be informed of new events immediately; they can use the
obtained information in their daily living; they can discuss the news topics and gain
more knowledge; and the news create social awareness.

7. The teachers’ recommendations were as follows: teachers should be
interested in viewing TV news programs;, teachers should consider well the news
programs before utilizing them in class; teachers should show both good and bad points
of each news issue to their students: and teachers should encourage their students to

study more about the news issues and to find ways in developing their society.
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