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A STUDY OF TRENDS IN PROVISION OF ADULT EDUCATION FOR PRISONERS

IN PRISON AND CORRECTTONAL INSTITUTION

AN Abstract
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the Master of Education Degree in Adult Education
at Srinakharinwirot University

April 1995



The purpose of this research was to study the trend on adult
education provision for prisoners in prisons and correctional institutions
within the Eishth National Economic and Social Development Plan (B.E.
2540-2544) in five aspects: aim and policy, administration and management,
curriculum and teaching program, instructional activity, and cooperétion
with other related agencies, by using the Delphi Technique.

The sanple in this research were 22 experts, including
adpinistrators in charge of planning and making policies on education
from the Kational Education Commission, Department of Nonformal Education,
the faculty members from universities that offered adult educabion
prograns and administrators with experience in adult education provision
in the Department of Correction. The instruments used for collecting
data were questionnaires of three rounds: the first one was the open-ended
guestionnaire, the second one was the five-point-rating-scale
questionnaire, and the third one was the same as the second one but median
and interquartile range positions of each individual expert were added.
The median and inter-quartile range statistics were used for analyses
of the data.

The main research findings were summarized as follows:-

1. The experts reached a concensus as a whole that adult education
provision in prisons and correctional institutions had the most possilbe
trend in four aspects, namely aim and policy, adninistration and
management, curriculum and teaching program, and cooperation with other
related asencies, but highly possible trend in the instructional activity

aspect.



2. The experts reachad a concensus in the aim and policy aspect
that the wost possible trend was on modern and well-equipped resource
centres, establishment of educational and mind development sections,
and continuous provision of both general and vocational education in all
prisens and ecorrvectional institutions, nrovision of adult education to
all prisoners according to their educational levels, and at least at the

compulsory education level.

[

. The experts reached a concensus in the administration and
management aspect that the most possible trend was on sufficient personnel
and  budget allocation, modern educational media and equipment
procurement, free education for hoth general and vocational education,
assingment of qualified staff as the heads of educational institutions,
pstablishment of the commitbtees of educational adwinistration, development
of education in line with other aspects of work, and a clear-cut and
continuously practiecal educational plan.

4. The experts reached a concensus in the curriculum and teaching
progran aspect that the post possible trend was on the vocational
curriculum of the Department of Nonformal Education being used or designed
hy the Department of Correction as the case may be, the emphasis on

’ pxperiences, and cooperation with external

practical work and learners
business enterprises for btrainirg the learners’ skills, various programs
or general education ranging from the literacy level to higher education

level, and the t{eaching programs specially enphasised on civic

responsibility and morvality.



5. Lhe experts reached a concensus in Lhe instructional activity
aspect that Lthe uwost possible i,rend was on multiple instructional
gethods, provision aceording to genders, ages, and pericds of detention,
teaching of vocational education being integrated between learning and
worliing, teaching at the primary education heing the classroom prodranm,
secondary education heing classroom program, distance learning progranm,
or self-study program depending upon the readiness of the educational
institutions, and teaching with an emphasis on the learners’ participation
in expressing ideas.

8. The experts reached a concensus in the cooperation with other
relsted agenices aspect that the most possible trend was on the
coordination with religious organizations Lo teach on religious principles
and teachings, and corrdination with government acencies and other
agenices for promoting education of the prisoners in the form of

networking.
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