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The purpose of this study was twofolds : to investigate into
the Supplementary learning as well as the application of the
newly-learned information, and to survey the attitudes of the
villagers under the National Literacy Campaign Project toward
literacy.

The sample consisted of 135 villagers under the above mention
campaigned, whose age ranged from 14 to 50 years, Classified into 78
female and 57 male, randomly selected from 15 villages in lamphun
province in Northern Thailand. The multi-stage random sampling
technique was applied in sample selection. The structured interview
approach was employed in data collection.

The findings were as follows :

1. Literacy and Supplement.ary Learning

1) The reading-writing abilities of the sample : The
literacy level of most of the sample, 64.4 per cent, was at the
moderate 1level, 14.8 per cent were at the advanced level, 11.9 per
cent. were unable to read while only 6.7 per cent were able to read
but, unable to write.

2) Villagers’ interest in supplementary learning : 53.3
per cent of the sample showed interest in supplementary Ilearning
reasoning that it was essential. As for as type of reading materials
were concerned, 38.8 per cent of the villagers read the daily
newspapers, 25.7 per cent read the fictions and 16.2 per cent read
thext. books. For magazine reading, 35.6 per cent read the magazines

occassionally, 23.7 per cent did so regularly and 40.7 per cent did



not. read at all. For the frequency of visits to the reading center,
51.1 per cent visited the center occasionally, 236.6 per cent did not

visit at all and only 17.8 per cent visited the center on regular

basis.

2. Opportunity in Supplementary Learning.

19 General reading : About 52.6 per cent of the sample
read occassionally, 28.9 read on regular basis and 18.5 per cent did
not. read at. all. For writing 50.4 per cent wrote occassionally 27.4
per cent wrote regularly and 22.2 per cent did not read at all.

2) Newspaper reading : About 50.4 per cent of the sample
read the newspapers occassionally, 25.2 per cent read regularly and
24.4 per cent did not read at all. The majority of the sample (51.5
per cent) read alone while the minority (20.7 per cent) read
together with companions and friends.

3) Books and journal reading : About 35.6 per cent of the
villagers read bobks and journals occassionally, 23.7 per cent read
on regular basis while 40.7 per cent did not read at all. For the
reading place 31.3 per cent read at home, 31.3 per cent at the
reading center while 26.3 per cent at other places, e.g. the
friend’s residence, Buddlist temples and local schools.

4) Visitation to’village reading centers : About 51.1 per
cent visited the center, for reading purpose, only on occassional

visit, 36.86 per cent did not visit the centers while 17.8 per cent

did so regularly.



5) Learning from radio, television and moving pictures :
About, 68.9 per cent listened to the radio on regular basis, 20.0 per
cent. did so occassionally while only 11.1 per cent did not listen at
all. About 51.8 per cent watched T.V. on regular basis, 37.0 per
cent. did so occassionally and only 11.1 per cent did not watch T.V.
at all. For moviné pictures, only 5.2 per cent wat.ched movies often,
67.4 per cent did so occassionally, and 27.4 per cent did not see
movies at all.

6> Opportunities in receiving training, meetings and
membership to special groups : About 50.6 per cent recived some
froms of training in the past three years, mainly in the areas of
agiculture and voluntary self defense programs. For meetings, 56.3
per cent. attended the meetings organized for development, activities,
For membership of special groups, 24.8 per cent belonged to village
savings groups, 20.0 per cent to the agriculture and cooperatives
groups, 16.0 per cent to the village medical fund, the rest belonged

to other groups while 32.8 per cent did not belong to any group.

3. The Application of Newly-Acquired Skills.

1> Application in daily living : The subjects reported
that they applied the newly acquired information in improving their
living, telling friends, advising friends, teaching young boys and
girls, and improving their career. The information from the leaflets
were discussed among villagers. The skills from training were

applied mainly in improving the careers.



2} Application in community development : About 54.1 per
cent reported that they applied the knowledge in improving the
reading centers while 63.7 per cent reportedly applied the skills in

working with the village committee members and in helping their

nighbours.

3) Other applications were ranked as follows : reading
pharmaceut.ical instructions, consumer instructions, travelling,
general reading, sings and placards. The least application was in

filling out the application from and letter writting.

4. Oppinions toward Literacy

1) The majority of the villagers belived that literacy was
essential because daily living required the ability to read and
write.

2) The majority of the villagers participated in the
Literacy Campaign because they wanted to be able to read and write.
The majority of them learned by themslves, and belived that the
campaign was of proud to be literate persons. Those unable to do so
had no time, no money, in ill health, no teachers and no follow-up
programs.

3) Some of the recommendation for leterracy improvement
included the physical improvement of the reading center, providing
sufficient reading materials to the centers.

4) Most of the villagers believed that the reading centers

were essential and useful.



5. Comparison among Different Villages.

When comparisons were made, it was found that the villages
were significantly different in the following categories; reading
ability of the villagers, opportunities to learn, opportunities in
supplementary reading, visitation to the centers, and the
opplication of new skills It was concluded that the reading centers
which were better equipped provided better benefits to the villagers

than poorly equipped reading centers.
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