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This thesis examines the importance of commercial production
in the early Bangkok period in Chachoengsao province {muang), which
is located in the eastern part of present Thailand, about 61
kilometers away from Bangkok. With a hypothesis that the commercial
production had actually been developed in some areas in Siam before
the Bowring Treaty of 1855 (pho. 50.2398), the author explored official
manuscripts documents in the pericd between the Rama I and Rama IV
reigns. These primary sources are also supplemented by other
secondary source materials as well as by some interviews conducted by

the author.

It is found out that the commercial production had already
occurred in Chachoengsao hefore the Bowring Treaty. The factors such
as its geographical location and convenience in transportation and
communication both with the Capital and with the éther coastal
provinces had made Chachoengsao an important province on tqade routes.
In addition, its rich natural resources and agricultural production,
the Bangkok's intention to look for sources of revenue and to promote
both overseas trade and the settlement of non-Thai immigrants had also

contributed the development of a commercial production in the province.

The commercial production in Chachoengsao before the Bowring
Treaty included both agricultural products such as sugar cane, rice,
nipa palm, and areca nuts, and some industry products such as refined
sugar and parts of junks. The rise of such production was in response
to both the demand from overseas and the demand for revenue from the

Bangkok authorities, which, at that time were seeking for money to



implement their political, religious, and defence policies. We could

also find a rise of wage labor and domestic commerce within the region

during the period concerned.

The importance of commercial production in Chachoengsao to
Chachoengsao itself, and to her neighboring provinces, and to Bangkok,
however, was not restricted to an economic sphere. It also had

significnat political, administrative, and social effects as well.

In the administration of the province, such a development of
commerce resulted in an increased power of local officials and, at the
same time, in an decreased importance of the nai (officials in charge)
and phrai (freemen) relation. The wage laborers also started to get

together to form a group in the same period.

As for the social effects of the commercial production, the
growth of urban population should be noted. The early "capitalist" or
"bourgoisies" class (kradumphi) was also observable in the province.
The gradual emergence of wage labor to replace a forced corvee labor,
and especially of a new sense of values that attached importance to

moneyv and material wealth also gave rise to some social problems such

as buffalo theft.



The author concludes that the development of commercial
production did not resulted from the Bowring Treaty. As we have seen
in Chachoengsao, except for the case of rice export, the commercial
production and free trade was already in existence prior to the Treaty.
The effect of the Bowring Treaty was therefore onlyv to stimulate the

growth of free trade and commercial production.
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