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The purpose of this thesis was to study Malaimeun
Malaisean the storf of Phra Malai, in terms of form, technigue
of presentation, figures of speech, the content as well as
to study about the living and social conditions of the
Northeast people in the past. The living and social conditions
of the people in the ideal society, ‘'The 3riaraya* could also

be learned from this story.

It was found that the technique of presentation of
Malaimeun Malaisean was in the form literary style of religious
writing, The origin was in questions and anSWQfs, written in
Pali first and then translated into Thai, in poetry form
suitable for reading aloud or chanting, The figures of speech

used were simile, metaphor, hyperbole and personification,

The story of Phra Malai mainly came from Maleyyadeva-
theravatti, is found throughout Thailand. Their contents have

been adapted to suit the social conditions in each region.

Besides that Malaimeun Malaisean reflexed the northeast
social conditions in the past in which_Bhuddist beliefs and
teachings had great influence, People believed in * The law
of actions' and 'The life after Death.,' People tried to do
good deeds and made merits as to attain perfiction and accu-
mulated virtue to spend their next lives in the Society of
‘3riaraya‘’, the ideal society everyone was dreaming of. The

'Sriaraya’ society was full of fertility., People need not



have neither occupation nor accumulated wealth., It was the
place where people would not take advantage over one another.

Gvery family will live happity in peace.
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