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AN ANALYSTIS OF THE GEOGRAPHICAL STRUCTURE

OF PERIODIC MARKETS IN SATUN

ABSTRACT

KREANGSAK LEECHARRLE
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for the Master of Education Degree
Sr1 NekXharinwirot University

June, 1976



In this study, information on the spatial and temporal
arrangement of the periodic markaets in Satun, southern part of
Thailand, was presented in a two-lavel hicrarchy of sixteen markets.
The market rings were considered as the spatial expression of the
seven-day, six~day and five-day temporal periodicity and the market
rings belonged o several overlapping rings simultaneously.

The method of collecting data was an interview of the
consumers, the sellers and the market-kcepers who has co-busincess on
the market day of periodic markets.

The hicrarchical of periodic mérkets was tentatively
classifiecd according to their number of establishments and thear
t1me scale of operation for an analysis based on the Central

Placc Theory and the relationships between individual variations

and the organization of these markets into the systom,



The Findings

The spatial distribution of saixtcen markets was
generalaized into hexagonal arrangement approximates a k = 3
systcem according to lhe marketing principle of Christaller.

The travelled behovior of six itinerant traders whosc
trades link markets into 2 complege ring. Some traders choosc to
go to a five-day or a sik~day ring. For most of a two-day or
a three-day traders werc zcgomplished through the rotated systems
with their small volumes of agricultural products for sale.

The local exchange function was presented a small scale
of the basic neédful commodities, The data indicated that the
amount of low order goods was larger than the high order goods.

The classification of the hierarchical of periodic
markets revealed the dafferent results for this i1nvestigation
as follow:

The number of cstablishments related positively to the
density of population ind purchasing power ; and relatced negatively
to the distance from periodic markets to the nearest pcrmanent

markets. The relationship between the number of establishments

and the survicc areas was low degree positive rclation,



The time scale of operation related positively to the
survice areas and purchasing power j; and rclated negatively to
the disdance from periocdic markets to the nearcst permanent markets.
The relationship between the time scale of operation and the

density of population was low degree positave rel~tion.
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NWH 79 240 278.9 35.20 11988.19  16.4
AUUNTALT 10 240 24.0 74.42 11679.55 13,2
ana 111 450 364.6 72.28 13270.67 .2
Az 132 350 287.6 89.81 13293, 48 .2
aaulou | 161 300 37.8 207.57 13275.80 7.9
pLk 173 390 192.1 60.91 13515, 23 .3
§91 1179 3900 2289.2 993.40 193065.55  235.2
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