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The purposec of this thesis was to study the language

of folk medicine literature in the aspects of its writing

form, writing Style and language use including the attitudes
anad beliefs appearing in the traditicnal medicine literature
of nine copies of Samut Thai which two of them were collected
from Suphan Buri Frovince, five from Nakhon Pathom Province,
and two from Samut Sakhon Province, The Study was conducted
by means of analytical research,

The results indicated that the language used in the
mentioned traditional medicine literature in the agpect of
the writing forw compriged of both prose and verce. However,
verse was rarely used and the form of verse used were
TGAVAYAY and "RAL.V Besides each kind of the mentioned
traditional medicine literature has its specific form of
beginning and ending, The characteristics of orthography
were different from nowadays., The punctuation in the
writing is not used nowadays. The words and expressions
used in this type of literature were archaic when compared
to the present Thal language. Anyhow, they may be found
in some resional dialects, For terminology, it was
discovered that some of the current lexemes and some
function words, such as classifiers, prepositions and

connec tors, werc used differently from the current usage.
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N/

The attitudes and beliefs discovered in the study
suggested that there were mostly connected with superstition
and Sacred belliefs, The Suverstition beliefs could be
traced by the treatment of i1llness believed to be caused
by magic and supernatural powere, The sacred beliefs were
witnessed in general treatment, Religicus beliefs, secret
practice and taboos were rarely found, All these afore
menticried -beliefs made the medicinal experts feel confident
that they would be sguccessful in handling the treatment,
They also asscisgted the patients to have great hope towards
the recovery from illness. Moreover, the beliefs functionéd

as suggestions for the patients’ behaviour during their

pericd of sickness,
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