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Thailand's Participation in the World War I

The Role and The Consequences

The purpose of this study 1s to investigate and analyse
King Rama VI's policies concerning the declaration of war againct
Germany and Austria-Hungary, and the role of Thailand in joining
with the Allies and 1ts consequences. In this study descriptive
method and hastorical analysis are used. Most information obtained
for the study is from’the National ILabrary, the National Archives
and the Archives Division of the Foreign Ministry.

According to the documents King Rama VI had three reasons
in jJoining the Allies in the World War I.

Firstly 1t would be more advantageous in joining the Allies
as Thailand could conficate properties of the Germans and the
Austrian-Hungarians in Thailand. Morever, she could also nullify
all the unjust treaties made with Germany and Austria-Hungary while
those made with the allied countries would be likely to be readjustea
for the benefit of Thailand after the War.

Secondly after joining the Allies, it was likely that the
latter would no longer insist on the demands they ha made such as
that which would force Thailand to expel all Germans from the
government service, and on the demand for signing treaties which
would give more advantages to the Allies than to the Germans. These

demands would be withdrawn 1f Thailand joined the Allies.



Thirdly Thailand should maintain international peace so that
small countries were protected from the intervention of big powers.

In preparation for the declaration of war, the Thai govern-
ment could successfully carry on according to their plan, large
number of enemies were arrested and a lot of German and Austria-
Hungarian properties were confistcated by the government. Thailand
also gave supports to the Allies in various forms, 1.e dispatching
a special troop to Join the Allies in durope. At last, the Central
Powers were defeated in B.E. 2461.

After the War, for the first time, Thailand could negotiate
and revise her so~called™unequal treaties' with the United States,
Britain, etc. Treaty revision was finally completed in B.i#. 2431
therefore all new treaties between Thailand and other countries

were based on egual terms.
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