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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to evaluate professional experience courses
of Bachelor’'s Degree Program of Education, Faculty of Education, Srinakharinwirot
University. There were four areas of study : structure of courses, contents, process
of teaching and learning, and evaluation. The samples were 37 instructors who teach
or used to teach these courses and 1656 fourth year students majoring primary
education, English, French, Thai, guidance, science [mathmatics), arts, and music (Thai -
foreign) in the academic year 1997. The instrument was a questionaire with 31 items
developed by the researchers. Data were analysed by arithmatic mean and standard
deviation, then compared to the criterion by using the Statistic Package for the Social
Sciences {SPSS). The responses of open - ended guestions were grouped and
analysed by frequency.

The findings of the study were as foliows.

1. Structure of Courses. Instructors and students concurrently rated structure
of courses in overall at a level of “need to be improved”™. When considered in
each item, they rated the number of the credit hours of teaching/working practice
and the number of the credit hours of professional experience courses at a level of
“good”, but other items at a leve! of “need to be improved”.

2. Contents. Instructors and students concurrently rated contents in overall
at a level of “need to be improved”. When considered in each item, instructors
rated only the period of teaching/working practice at a level of “good”, but other
items at a level of “need to be improved”. Students rated so many items at a
level of “good” as follows : contents provide students knowledge and skills in being
a teacher, contents enhance students to develop a good characteristic of being a
teacher, contents enhance students to have a positive attitude tc teaching profession
and the period of teaching/working practice, but other items at a level of “need tc

be improved™.
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3. Process of Teaching and Learning. Instructors and students concurrently rated
the process of teaching and learning in overall at a level of “need to be improved™.
When considered in each item, instructors rated only the item of giving advice and
assistance of teacher consultants to students at a level of “good”, but other items
at a level of “need to be improved”. Students rated many items at a level of
“good™ as follows . giving advice and assistance of teacher consultants to students,
activities during the period of teaching/working practice, process of teaching provides
students knowledge and skills of teaching profession, teaching covers all the
contents, and the process of teaching and learning enhance students be able to
work as a teacher, but other items at a level of “need to be improved”.

4. Evaluation. Instructors rated evaluation in overall and every item at a
level of “need to be improved”. Students rated evaluation in overall and most of
the items at a level of “good” ; the only item that they rated at a level of
“needed to be improvea” was the evaluation could measure knowledge, attitudes and
characteristics of being a good teacher.

5. Suggestions. Instructors and students gave suggestions as the following.
In the area of structure of courses, the courses which provide studying theory and
practice should have at least 2 credit hours, £d 163 (professional experience [} and
Ed 263 (professional experience |1} should be inciuded into one course, and students
should take it when they are in the second year for their maturity to learn to be
a teacher. In the area of contents, the contents of sach course should be improved
to be relevant to social changes and students should be more trained for good
personality, dressing, and discipline. Teaching/working practice should be held in the
first semester of the fourth year, for students will have a chance to improve or
correct their faults before their graduation. In the area of the process of teaching
and learning, medern technology, materials, and methods of teaching and learning
should be improved. Moreover, a big class should be divided into smaller groups or
sections for teaching and learning effectiveness. During the period of préctice,
seminar should be held at least once a month for students will have a chance to

{])



meet and share their problems with friends and instructors. In the area of
evaluation, the criterion to evaluate students should be the same standard especially
in the same course responsible by different instructors, and the method to evaluate
attitudes and traits of being a teacher should be improved. Furthermare, teaching -
exam should not be more important than all over assigned work. Teacher consultants
are the most closed persons who have observed the development and teaching
competency of students, so the final grade should be most considered by them

as well.
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