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The purposes of this thesis were to study the economic
conditions and government policies in economic development, and to
gather problems and resolutions of the government and the impacts
of economic development in the provinces adjacent to the Maeklong
River during B.E. 2398 - 2475 (1855 - 1932 A.D.)

From this study it was found that the area of provinces
adjacent to the Maeklong River was one in the Central Thailand that
had geographical and economic conditions suitable for the sources
of agricultural and industrial products, and Maeklong River took
an important role in making living of people.

The government aims at the first state of economic development
in the provinces adjacent to the Maeklong River were to promote
trading and to increase rice production for the world market, These
were started in B.E. 2398 and carried on after digging Damnoen Saduak
Canal during B.E. 2409 - 2411. Consequently, it made economic
expansion in the area, especially in trading and agriculture.

It was followed by the government’s shiftiry the aim to development
of land transportation and communications, which resulted in the
expansion of industries and factories. The population and communities
weré aléo rapidly increased and expanded, and production could be
increased in such a way that provinces adjacent to the Maeklong River
were in one of the areas where the country could lévy a large amount
of tax. |

However, despite the rapid economic expansion, people in
this area still faced many prpblens,_sﬁch as floods, water shortagés,
theft, taxation, and so on. Although the government had tried to -

solve such problems, they could not succeed well enough.



The main obstacles in carrying out the government economic
,develoﬁnent policies in the provinces adjacent to the Maeklong River
during B;E. 2398 - 2475 were budget shortage, and inefficiency of
the government employees. In addition, the governmenf policies
were of the short period ones, with emphases on solving immediate
problems rather than long plans that could successfully carri out -

their policies.
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