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The purpose of this study was to identify and to compare the
nursing students’ attitudes, Faculty of Nursing in Rangsit
University, toward persons with mental retardation. The 214 subjects
were selected using the stratifield randomly sampling technique from
the nursing students, Faculty of nursing in Rangsit University during
the acadermic year of 1996. They were 74 nursing students in the
first vear, 64 nursing students in the 2nd yvears, 42 nursing students
in the 3rd years and 34 nursing students in the 4th years. The
collected data were anlyzed using arithmatic mean, F-test, Z-test and
Scheffe Test.

The results were as follows:

i{. The mean and standard deviation, nursing students’
atzitudes. Faculty of nursing in Rangsit University toward persons
with mental retarydation :

1.1 The first vear nursing students showed positive
atritudes toward persons with mental retardation. The mean and
standard deviation were 2.915, 0.243 respectively.

1.2 The 2 nd ysars nursing students showed positive
attitudes toward persons with mental retardation. The mean and
Standard deviation were 2.928, 0.276 respectively,

1.3 The 3rd vears nursing students showed positive
artitudes toward persons with mental retardation. The mean and
standard deviation were 3.047, 0,176 respectively.

1.4 The 4th vears nuring students showed positive
at:itwdes toward persons with mental retardation. The mean and

standard deviat ton were 2.905, 0,239 respectively.
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2. Total The nursing students in Rangsit University showed
positive attitudes. The mean and standard deviation were 2.938,
0.245 nursing attitudes 3.248 Service and Cure attitudes 3.211
Feeling and Social admitting attitudes 2.846 Characteristic and
Social adaptation attitudes 2.525.

3. The attitudes of the nursing student were compared using
One Way ANOVA. 1t was found that the attitudes of nursing students
in the first 2nd 3rd and 4 th years significant difference. The
attitudes of the students in the 3rd vears were significant
differences and higher than those of the nursing students in the
first year at 0.05 level

4. The means and standard deviations of the nursing students’
attitudes toward persons with mental retardation. classified by
experience were

4.1 The nursing students with pricr experience in
meeting, talking with and treating the mental retardation persons,
showed positive attitide. The mean and standard deviation were
2,958, 0.297 respectively.

4.2 The nursing students with prior experience in
meeting. talking with (buil ne treating! the mental retardation
persons, showed positive attitudes. The mean and standard deviation
were 2,963, 0,248 respectively.

4.3 The nursing students with prior experience in meeting
{no talking with no treating) the mental retardation persons, showed
positive attitudes. The mean and standard deviation were 2.947,

0,204 respectively
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4.4 The nursing students with out prior experience in
meeting, talking with and treating the mental retardation persons,
showed positive attitudes. The mean and standard deviation were
2.938, 0.224 respectively

5. Wwhen the attitudes of the nursing students were compared,
classifield by prior experience using One Way ANOVA, it was found

that their attitudes were not significantly different at 0.05 level.
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