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The romanization of Thai scripts has caused a lot of problems
to many foreigners and even to Thai people Therefore, many attemps
have been made to develop standard systems of romanization of Tha: scripts.

So far six such systems are available.

This study has the following objectives-
1. To analyse, compare and contrast the six systems of the
romanization of Thai scrapts .
2 To obtain Thai and forergn opinions concerning system of
the romanization of Thair scripts .
3. To propose an appropriate standard system of Thai script

romanization .

The methods employed in this study were a documentary study and
a survey, After the analysis of the six current systems to find out
their similarities and dissimilarities in the romanization of Thal scripts
for initial consonants, vowels, final consonants and in syllabification,
a questionaire was distributed to each of the 100 respondents (50 Thais

and 50 foreigners) .

A comparative analysis of the six current systems of Thai scraipt

romanization and the analysis of the questionaires reveal the follow

results-

Based on the comparative analysais, there are no problems of the
romanization of 20 initial consonants, 11 vowels and 1 final consonant
in any of the six systems because they use the same romance alphabets

that represent the sound in Thazi.



From the analysis of the questionaires, the survey shows that
the majority of Thai and foreign respondents agree with the romanization
of mest Tha:r scripts for initial consohants, vowels, final consonants
and in syllabification. However they disagree with the romanization of

the following Thai scraipts

a 4 1nitiral consonants and clusters W-/th/ A5-/kKhr/
fin- /khl/ and @3- /khw/ \

b. 7 vowels = Jeu/ VBY Joe/ t2a Jeuas -1 /aay /
T-8  soay/ =2 /iw/ and -4 /oey/

c¢. 1 final consonant n-/4/

L3 )
d. 1 word syllabification aun /a—nog/

An appropriate standard system of Thal script romanization has

been proposed in this study.
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2 Wi [phan)
{ ) PHAN

( ) PAN
{ ) BAN

()

25
()
()
()

TANG -~
THANG-~
DANG--
DHANG--~

28 AN [thaw]

o~
L

DHAU
) DHOA
DHAQ
) DHAW

—
~—r

DHOW

—~~ o~
—r

(
) THAU  (
) THoA  (
THAO ¢
31 (kron]
KRON
GRON
34 (khrag]
) GRANG
) QRANG
KRANG
} KHRANG

—~ e
—

7 933
()
()

[trog]
TRONG

v A
rRGH [c_l_a_ggaaem"’]‘“r

v oo
23 NNA [phikdiz)®

26 NI [;iéchaa]*

THAW
THOW
TAU

TAQ
TAW
TOW

32 0o

(

{

e e )

nid

} PHAK---

} BHAK—--
) PAK——-

) S

} LUe——
) LY—-

) LUE———-
) LEU-—~-

) _—

{sogl
} SONG
)

[klom]
} KLOM
GLOM

[khlay]
) GLANG
) QLANG
) KLANG
) KHLANG

{prugl
) PRUNG

24

)
)
()
)
)

(
(
()
()
30

33

36

139

AU [khan]
) KHAN

) KAN
) GAN

) QAN
() . ...

o 4
27 UVNT [can]

JAN
CAN
CHAN
JANDARA
JANTARA

) CANTARA

) CANTHARA
} CHANDARA
) CHANTARA
) CHANTHARA

T Ny

JANTHARAM

CANDARA
L 7]

CEMD [sSag]

f 3
% 7

SANMG
( ) SAANG
( ) SAHNG

()

LY
[kwak]
KWAK
GWAK

[khwan]
( ) GWAN
QWAN
KWAN

( )} KHWAN

-
[plakl
PLAK



40 W% [phra~]
{ ) BRA
( ) PRA
( ) PHRA
()

v a

Lk Tupaaalunaal

43 40 [rak]

{( ) RAK

() . ...
46 U [yin]

() YIN

L see

49, B [mrx]
{ ) MU
() MB
( ) MUE
{ ) MED
() .
52. 18% [167)
() LE
{ ) LEH
() . .o
55. Ul [le el
( ) LAE
() .
568. 181Y (15%)
() LO
( ) Law
( ) LOH
(O .

- v
41 W8N [phlik]

( } BLIK

( ) PLIK

{ ) PHLIK
(G
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50

53

56
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) NAH

) e -
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{ ) NAHN

() .
A (khampag)”
( ) ~---NUNG

( )} -——-NBNG

( ) -~~-NUENG
S
i [ruul

() RU

( ) RUU

( ) rROO

()Y .. ...
TR [!l_énam]*
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() - -
Tan (1601

() Lo

[ T
1 (miy)
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61 ‘In [hay]
{ )} HAX
{)

64 WY [noen)
{( ) NOEN
( ) NERN
()

67 N¥I7U [kam]
( ) KaM
( ) GaM
() .

70 89 [lua)
() Lua
( ) LUAE
()

3. Lgﬂ {rzzal
( ) RIIA
( } RUA
( } RUE

76 B [nay])
( ) NAI
( ) NAY
( ) NAYA
() .
73 8y [luy)
() Luy
( ) Luz
() .

{ ) RUEA
( } REUA
()

62

65

68

7

74

77

80

19D [157)
( ) LOE

{ ) LER
() .

57 [ram)

{ } RAM

{ )

4 s
e (kaal
( ) KIa
( ) KIAE

91 (rawl
( ) RAU

( ) ROA (
{ ) RAO ()

( ) RAW
) ROW

UIH [naayl
( ) NAI

) NAY

) NAAT

s [rooy]
( ) ROY (
{ ) ROIX {
{ ) ROOT ( )

} ROEY
)} ROAY

141

178 [roal
{ )} ROE

( ) RER
() .

63.

66. 5N [Egmphaa]*
() RAM———-
(2 ———

69 1Y [111a)
( ) LIA
() )

72 9N
( ) RUAN
()

[ ruuan]

75 71N
{( } RAC

[raawl

{ ) RAW
{ } RAAO

78 ldw
( ) SAI

[sgy]

( ) SAIYA

B1. 78t [rooy]
( ) ROY
() ROI

«t) .
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{ ) RIU

( ) REW
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85 L8Y [lsay]
( ) LOEY
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( ) LOEI
()

88 UAY [leew]
{ ) LAEO
( ) LAEW
()
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AALDA

90 R [mat]
( ) MAT
( ) MAD

)y ...
93 UA [nin]

{ } NIL

{ )} NIN

() .
96 58 [;ggszll*

{ } RAN~--

( ) RANG---

() _—
99 3§ﬂJ [wfégg]*

() --RUL

( ) --RUN

() ——

o

B3 L3 [rew]
( ) REO
()}

1

& /
86 LAdH [lizay]

( ) LITIAY ( ) LUEAY

{ ) Lual ()
( ) LUEL

89  LAHN [111aw]
( ) LIAD
( ) LIEC
( ) LIEW
() - .

91 vy [na;]

{ ) NAP

{ )} NAB

() .
94 t# [yot]

( ) vos

( ) yor

() ..

P / v
97. H3A7 [mitchaal

() MIT——--

( ) MICH-w~o

() . e
100 NUN [kanok)

( ) KANAKA

( )} KANOK

() . .

84

87

g2

S5.

98.
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{
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()
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{ > HEW ( ) MEHGH ( )} GOD
A T QD T T T
11, W Lwt] 112, T35 [coon] 113. 293 (u-doonl”
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( ) VUDDHA ( ) JOR ( } -DORR
( ) wur ( ) JON ( ) -DON
( ) WUDH { ) COR ( ) -DAWN
() . .. ( ) coNn ( ) -DORN
) () .. . () eor .
114. 1§47 [thizan] 115. U0 [naat] 116 338 [wawitl”
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() ... { ) NAHTH ( ) --VIDH
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Questionnaire

Title A Study of Orthography Planning for Romanizing Thai Scrapt

Part 1 4 areas of problems 1n romanizing Thal scripts

—_

Initial consonants

2 Vowels

w

Final consonants

4 Syllabification

Part 2 Personal data and additional suggestions on romanizing

Thai scripts



Part 1

spelling in English of the given Thai word

For each 1tem, mark X in the parenthesis in front of the appropriate

If you think there is

a better spelling, write 1t 1n the provided blank

Problems of initial consonants

1

10

13

16

19

it {pan}

( ) PAN

() .
ﬂjﬁ [pagég]*
{ } --TAK
() --

o) [ph;nl

{ )} PHAN

{ ) PAN

() ..
1 (ban]
() BAN

( ) PAN

( )

0Ny [r8skl
( )} ROEK

{ ) RERK
()

aa AT} *
&7 [thita?)
() THY--

( ) TI--
()Y -

A [chan]
() CHHAN
( )} cHaw
{ ) SHAN
€y .

2 o {khan}
( ) KHaN
()
5 M [kan]
( ) KAN
{ ) GAN
(1
8 00 [than]
{ Y THAN
( ) TAN
() .
11 WY [san)
{ ) sHAN
{f Y gawm
()
14 P (matchim]
{ ) -~-~JHIM
( ) -——-CHIM
() —ao .
17 WU [thani
( ) DAN
( ) TAN
( ) THAaN
{ ) .
20 % [khan]
{ )} KHAN
{ ) GHAN
{ } KAN
{3

9

!

M {tan)
( ) TAN

{ ) .
n {wan]
( ) WAN

{ ) VAN
()

W [gan]
{ ) NGAN
( } NAN

WA Y *
15. QAR [yatti?)

18

21

( } NAT--~
{ ) YAT--
() -
Bl [ than])
{ )} TAN

{( ) THAN
{ ) DHAN
() .
U {chan]
{ ) CHaN
( )} JAN

( ) XAN
()

*

COnly the underlined syllable i1s taken into consideration



22 Wl [phan]

( ) PHAN
( ) PAN
( ) BAN
() -

.~ “
25 s [gggsa"]*

31,

34

37

{ ) TANG--
THANG -~

S

DANG -~

{
{
( DHANG--
(

A [thaw)

{ )} DHAU ( ) THAW
( )} DHOR { ) THOW
( } DHAO ( ) TAU
( ) DHAW ( )} TOA
{ ) DHOW { Y TAS
( ) THAU ( ) TAW
{ } THOA ( ) TOW
() ™HAO () . .
nfu (kron)

( ) KRON

{ ) GRON

().

39 [khrén)
{ ) GRANG

) QRANG
KRANG

) KHRANG

_— e e e,
o

AT {trogl
{ ) TRONG
() .

[Egékdll]* 24
PHAK«=~
BHAK-—-—
PAK -—-

1h7

Al [khani
( ) KHAN
( ) KAN
( ) GAN
{ ) QAN
) .

w L4
26 0791 {laachaa)’ 27 3u¥3 {can]

(
(
(
(
{
2 ni

(
(

)

)
)
)
)

3
)
)

32 nad

35 A8

LU~ ( ) JaN { ) CANTARA
L ( ) can ( ) CANTHARA
LUB-—--~ ( ) CHAN ( ) CHANDARA
LEU-—=- ( ) JANDARA ( ) CHANTARA
_— ( ) JANTARA ( ) CHANTHARA
( ) JANTHARA ( ) . .
( ) CANDARA
(sog] 30 €179 (sfay]
SONG ( ) SANG
. . { ) SAANG
( ) SAHNG
() .
[klom] 33. NI (kwak)
KLOM ( } KWAK
GLOM { ) GWAK
. { ) .
(khlan] 36 AN (khwan)
GLANG ( ) GWAN
QLANG ( ) QWAN
KLANG ( ) KWAN
KHLANG ( ) KHWAN
() . ..
[prug) 9. Uan [plak)
PRUNG ( ) PLAK

() .



40 W3t (phra?)
( ) BRA
{ ) PRA
( ) PHRA
().

Problems of vowels

43 10 [rak)
( } RAK
()

a6 (yinl

o
49 HD [{max]

{ ) MUE
( ) MEU

52 (AT [167]
() LE
( ) LEH

55 Ul (leel
( } LAE
()
rd
58 L/ (1o07)
( ) LO
{ } LAW
( ) LOH

- ’
41. WAN [phlik)

44

47

50

53

56

59

{ ) BLIK
{ ) PLIK
( ) PHLIK
()

U1 [naal
{ ) NA

( ) NAA
)} NAH
)

{miy)

—

— =i ~

1 MI
{ ) MEE
()

4
(1u~])
Y LU
)

-~ .

Lol

! *
fitly [khanee]

( ) -=-NE

()

o
Tn (o)
() 71O
() .
42 [moo)
() MO
() MAW

{ ) MOR
()

42

45,

51

57.

60

148

-t 7 -
niuj [thrlts?dli]
( ) DRIT-—=--

() e -a

U [naan)

{ ) NAN

{ ) NAAN

{ ) NAHN

() - .
A [khamgigl'
( ) -—--NUNG
()} ----NUGNG

) ----NUENG

)

[ruu]l

L T 1% ] — —

e

Ru
( } RUU
{ } ROO
() .

W1 (nenam)”
( ) NAE--—-

() _——
Tan (150)

() Lo

() .

1 (mgy]

( ) MAI

() .



61

64

67.

70

73

76

79

u.’\
1% [hayl
{ )} HAIX
) .

{0 [nosn]
{ ) NOEN

{ ) NERN
¢y ..
N37H [kam!
() KaM

( )} GAM
€y .

ad
ee
—
o
e
—

{ry2a)

RIIA { } RUEA
RUA { ) REUA
RUE () .

up [nayl
() NAX

( } NAY

{ } NAYA
()

At {luy]
{ ) Loy

{ ) LUI
() .

62

65

68

A

74

77

80

18Ry [157]
( ) LOE

{ ) LER
()

31 [ram)
{ ) RAM
()Y . .
- y
iNHY {kral
{ ) KIA

( ) KIAE
( ) GIA

{ ) GIAE
)

9 (ruual
{ > RUA
()

{91
)
()
()

[raw]
RAU
ROA
RAC

U
()

[naay]
WAY
{ ) Nay
{ ) NAMI
() ..
Tsy
()
()

{rooyl
RQY
ROT
ROOI

{ ) RAW
{ ) ROW
()

{ ) ROEY
{ ) ROAY
()

=y w

[T

66.

€9

72

75

g1
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198 [ros]

{ ) ROE

{ }» RER

() .

- *
FUNT {ramphaa)
( } RAMcue=

() -———
-l

L8 {li1a)l
( ) LIA

)y o ..

™
{ ) RUAN
t)y . .-

[ruuan]

[raaw]

iad
()

{rooyl
ROY
ROX
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82. 31 Iriwl
{ ) RIQ
{ )} REW
{1} .

B5 L& [laoy]
) LOEY

{ ) LUEY
) LOEX
)

’
B8 URY [lEew]
{ ) LAED
( ) LAEW

83

86

89

Problems of final consonants

90 ¥ (mat]
( ) MAT
( ) MAD
{)
93 UM {man)
( ) NIL
( ) NIN
() .
96 54 [ggqszll*
() RAN——-
{ ) RANG--~
t) . ——
99 ?qﬂﬁ {wiran}”
( )} --RUL
{ ) —~RUN
() e . .

91

94

97

100

]
433 [rew)
{ ) REO
{ .

o

“ I
Laat (lizay)

{ ) LIIAY ( ) LUEAY

{ ) LUAl ()
{ ) LUEI

v

laﬂl [lliaw]
{ ) LIAU
( ) LIEO
{ ) LIEW
() -

uu {n;p]

( )} NAP

( ) NAB

()

b (yotl

( ) YOS

() YoT

{ )

DR [mégch;a]*
( ) MITac—w

{ } MICH--~—-
{9 ———
MmN [kanok)

( ) KaNAKA

( ) KaNOK
)

150

B4 87 [leew]
{ ) LEO
() .- .

87 379 [ruuay)
( } RUAY
{ ) RUAL
(3 .

92. @n El;p]
( ) LAP
{ ) LABH
)
95 ¥ [mik]
( J MUK
( ) MUKH
)
98 Y Imftsun)”
( ) MAT--
( ) MAS--
) --
101 WH {wdnmat]
{ ) --NIJA
()
( ) --NIX
) —-NIT

*

—-=NI.J
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»

102 nﬁué'[ﬁégigl* 163 UWWOU [gibphdan]* 104 N33R [mak]
{ ) --NISHTHA ( ) NIPH=—=-= { ) MaK
{ ) --NISH { ) NIP~c—we ( ) Mag
( ) --NIT { ) NIB~——v- () Mag
{ ) -« () ———— { ) MAGA
P , () .- ea
105 UE (rit] 106 Sz {sappa-l” 107 VILLAIY [prassot]
( ) RIT ( ) SAP-- { ) =---SOET
() RITH { } ~--50BTH
( ) RIDDHT () ---SERTH
) () e
108 W [haw) 105 \N% [mek] 110 ng) [xot)
() HIW { } MEK ( )} KoT
{ » HIV ( ) MEHK ( ) KoD
( ) HIU { ) MEGH ( ) GoT
{( )} HEW { ) MEHGH ( )} GOD
() (2 ()
M1, W (wit] 112 135 [coon] 112 293 lu-doonl”
( } vt ( ) CHOR ( ) -DCR
( ) VUDH ( } CHON { ) -DAWR
( )} VUDDHA { } JOR { } -DORR
( ) wor ()} JON ( } -DON
{ ) wWUDH () COr ( )} -DAWN
() <. . () CoN { ) -DORN
() (1 “eae
114 (385 {thiran] 115 UM [naat} 116 335 (wawit) "
( ) THIRA ( ) NAT () —-WIT
( ) THIAR ( ) NAAT () --WITH
( ) TIAR ( ) NAHT ( ) --WIDH
{ } THIAN ( ) NATH () --vIT
() TIaN ( ) NAATH () --VITH
) { ) NAHTH { ) --VIDH
(
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/
117. A9 [khrutl

( ) GARUDA ( } KHRUD
( ) GRUD ( ) KHRUT
( ) GRUT { ) KHRUDH
( ) GRUDH ( ) Krup

{ ) QRUD ( ) KRUT

( ) QRUT ( ) KRUDH
( ) QRUDH ()

roblems of syllabification

w

\ | / Fd rd
118 2UIn [a—noqj 119 UNLTBY [nak-riian} 120 HLWI1ID [ma-phraaw]
{ ) ANONG { ) NAKRIAN { ) MAPHRAW
{ ) A-NONG { ) NAK-RIAN { ) MA-PHRAW

€3 () () .

art 2 Personal data and additional suggestions on romanizing Thai scraipts.

You are

( ) a linguist ( } an academic specialist { ) others (please specify)
Highest degree/Diploma/ Certificate recieved . . . .

Area of study . - .

Should romanizing Thair scripts be standardized or not °

{ ) No Because . - . o - - . e . .

{ ) Yes

If 1t should be standardized How ? (More than one i1tem can be chosen)

{( ) It should be introduced or enforced by the government to be used by
government organirzations

{ ) It should be publicized through the mass media

{ ) Tt should be published as manuals to be distributed to various institutions

and organizations or interested persons
( ) other suggestions (please specify) . . .
If you would allow the investigator to use your name for further reference,
please write your name below

Name Surname .
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10

1

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

20

21

22

i N R AR

Carol FPhatoomros
Cleitence J Duhart
Coleen Lequire
David Forest
Dr.Davad J Clark
David Royce Kang
Miss Dorothy Undhien
Edith Barrett
Geoffrey Wynn
Gerald Gainey
Goodlad J R

James Laucaster
Lars Latemer
Meguel Garaizabal
Michael A Wraght
Nancy Gage

Neal Davas

Norman Ford

Page William

Paul Lightfoot
Philip Gage

Ph1lip Smucka
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23. 1sgeTuId  Adyey 23.

- - -
24, a1.2%1n  LnugAtu 24

NUIE LPR
_—

25
26

27

29
30
31

32

]
tiasaminLitds sy 1 tuwwus aun

g1 15 e Lvd

Rachel Knaggs

Richard Goldrick
Robert Greenlee

Rev Robert Martan
Sigmund J Laschenska
Stan Lequire

Stephen Adams

Thien Tran

Wayne Burns

William Gadoury

-~ . - v4l' i m oar
ITUR L MUY MIULA
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