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Wissavamas Palasarn. (2009). Conflicts Between Laos — Thailand at Ban Romklao in
View of Laos’ Newspapers, 1987 — 1988 . Master ‘ s Project, M.A. (Asian History).
Bangkok :Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee :

Asst. Prof. Sawitri Pisnupong and Asst. Prof. Plubplung Kongchana

This Master’s Project intends to make an analytical study of the conflicts between Laos
and Thailand at Ban Romklao in view of Laos’ newspapers from 1987 to 1988.

The researcher studies two Laos’ newspapers: Vientiane Mai and Pasaxon, apart from various
Thai language documents.

It is found that Laos’ newspapers consider that the major cause of the incident taking
place in 1987 was the logging enterprise of Thai companies in the border area around Ban
Romklao where both Laos and Thailand claimed over its jurisdiction. Each had her own
interpretation of the treaty regarding the border area where Ban RomKlao is situated. From in-
depth research, it can be added that there were conflicts of interest over logging in Ban
Romklao area. As local leaders of each side could not solve the problem, both governments
were drawn into the conflict and this instead caused a dispute between the two countries. The
issue of border demarcation at Ban Romklao area was raised to legitimize the sending of
troops to the conflict area. Most Thai language documents state that the Laotian troops had
intruded into Thai territory to set up military operation bases; therefore, Thai military had to
send troops to push them out.

As the above incident between Laos and Thailand was caused by the conflict over the
logging business interest; this indicates that a competition for owning forest resources between
the two countries had been existing due to lack of just and efficient management of the shared
resources. Rivalry for resources between two countries if not solved may lead to violence as
military power could intervene to make a decisive solution. The case of Ban Romklao is
therefore a good example for all who want to prevent conflicts arising from utilizing common
natural resources between adjacent countries. It is also important to establish good relations

with neighboring countries.
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