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ANIMISTIC THOUGHTS IN CHILDREN OF 4 - 11 YEARS OLD

AN ABSTRACT
BY

SUWANNEE SIRILEARTTAKOOL
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Master Education degree in Developmental Psychology
at Srinakharinwirot University

April 1996



The objectives of this research were as follows : 1) to compare Animistic Thoughts
in different age levels of children, 2) to study the age point at which animistic Thoughts begin
to end and 3) to study the effect of living and non-living things knowledge on Animistic Thoughts.

The total sample was two hundred children enrolled in Watthartthong School, Bangkok
Metropolitan in 1995 from the classes . -2nd of Preschool and the classes 1".6" of Primary School.
One hundred and sixty of these subjects used in descriptive research were randomly selected
with 20 children at each age level : 4 years to 11 years. Forty subjects which were six years
old were used in experimental research and were selected by simple random sampling. All of
them were randomly assigned to experimental and control groups; in each group there were 20
children.

The instrument consisted of two sets: 1) test of Animistic Thoughts and 2) the given
program of living and non-living things knowledge.

The statistical methods used for data analysis were One-way ANOVA, Scheffe s test,
percentage and t-test. The results of this research were as follows :

1. The children of different ages from 4-11 years old had a differrence on Animistic
Thoughts at the .001 level of significance. Animistic Thoughts of children decreased with age.
And it was found the same result in regard to consciousness, life process and anthropomorphic
traits.

2. The decline of Animistic Thoughts and consciousness began at 9 year. The dicline
of life process and anthropomorphic traits began at 8 year.

3. Children with knowledge of living and non-living things had less Animistic Thoughts

than children without this knowledge (P < .05).
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