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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to understand the general
status and to identify the training needs of masons in Bangkok area.
One Hundred and forty one masons from various construction sites
were asked to fill out guestionnaires. The five point rating scale
type questioﬁnaire had two parts. The first part was about the
general working condition, career expectation and the needs for
training. The second part concerned the needs for further training
on technical knowledge and skills. One hundred and forty
guestionnaires were returned constituting a 99.29 percent returning
rate. The data were treated on the basis of percentage, median,
quartile deviation, chi-square and Cramer’s V.

The research found the following :

1. Most masons working in Bangkok area were males, between
the age of 25-35 with four years schooling. They had been working
between one to three years and received wage of 125-160 Baht per day.
Most of their work were in brick layings and plasterings which were
their strong points. They chose mason work because of aptitude,
preference, honest work, security and income. Most of them had no
previous training before entry. They learnt their trades on the job
by observing other people, by self learning and by seeking advice
from co-workers.

2. Most masons expressed their needs for further training
both on the technical knowledge and on the manipulative skills. They

wanted employer to conduct training programme and should be free of



charge. After training and have been working for sometime, their
pay scale should be adjusted.

3. Most mascons possessed good technical knowledge on brick
laying and plastering. Their skills were also at higher level.

4, Additicnal knowledge and skills they wanted further
training were in the area of decorative plaster work and ceramic
tile laying, which ranked quite high and to be followed by brick
laying adjoin to the column and wall, mixing mortar for plastering,
how to make the edge in vertical and horizontal level. The need for
training on how to finish concrete surface was on the average.

5. Masons in different age groups and income levels had
different preference on training. Those with the age of 25-35 and
with the income of 125-160 Baht per day expressed highest need for
training. Those with different level of education also expressed
different need for training. Masons with primary school education
expressed the highest needs. On the othef hand, those who were
different on the number of vears in work and different sex had no
different needs for training.

6. On future expectation, masons in construction industry in
Bangkok hoped to receive wage and overtime pay at a higher rate than
other workers. Next they wanted to get better social services and
better working conditions. They wanted to receive further training
from time to time and to get along well with others.

In the end most of the masons wanted to be an owner of a
construction company. The next group with lesser number of workers
wanted to remain as masons as long as possible. The last group with

the least number of workers wanted to be chief of mason workers.
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