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Abstract

The research entitled Community Art and the Context of Cultural Ecology Case Study of
Art with in Communities around Pha Tham National Park, Ubon Ratchathani Province, this
research is a qualitative study. Data have been collected during workshops with students in
target areas or communities surrounding the aforementioned national park. Interviews,
photography, moving images, audio recordings and chats during the activities have been
recorded and analyzed. Also, field trips have been made to study the culture and ways of life in
Ban Tha Long, a Bru-ethnic community, for the goal of determining the relationships between
arts/culture and their long existence. During the field trips, data collection was made via tales
told by locals, observations, participation in the community’s rituals.

The purposes of this research are:

1) To study the relationships between arts/cultures and cultural ecological context

of communities around the Pha Tham National Park in Tambon Huai Pai, Khong Chiam

district, Ubon Ratchathani province

2) To develop new body of knowledge of art (visual art) based on Cultural Ecology
Theory
3) To present the value and importance of “works of art” that are the results of

cultural differences, cultural diversity and cultural ecology

Findings suggest that spatial concept and spatial context have influenced artists, as
local concepts have provided greater inspirations for them than anything outside their local
context have. The local environmental ideas, in particular those about the Pha Tham National
Park, have created conscious discourse that has been passed on from generation to
generation. Shaping the inspirations of local artists, the discourse has become very much like
the center of cultural ecology in local communities.

The “Pha Tham Legends” can be compared to a grandnarative backed up by tales and
pre-historical paintings. The legends have reflected the social and cultural context of local
people too. They therefore have offered the vista of communities in the Pha Tham National
Park’s neighborhood. From the visual arts perspective, it is undeniable that historical and
ethnical factors, tales, legends, and pre-historical paintings at Pha Tham have encouraged

creativity that truly goes well with local surroundings. The results are local visual arts that have



been effective in strengthening the local communities. They look set to become as strong as
Pha Tham, the towering cliff.

Moreover, in the context of cultural ecology, communities will continue to make such
“works of art” increasingly meaningful to locals. Therefore, Pha Tham cannot be defined as just
an area covering 340 square kilometers of land. The definition of Pha Tham indeed needs to

address this cliff's huge value to the local cultural ecology that started a very long time ago.
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