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A STUDY OF FPILLARS IN ROYAL MONASTERIES OF THE RATANAKOSIN ISLAND

AN ABSTRACT
BY
VARAVUT EAIMPITUCK
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For the Master of Education degree in The Field of Study
at Snnakhannwirat University
May 2005



Varavut Eaimpituck (2548), A Study of Pillars in Royal Monastenes of the Ratanakosin
Isfand Thesis (M A Study of Arts) Bangkok Graduate School
Srinakharmwirot University Thesis Advisor Assistant Professor Amna)

Yensabal, Associate Professor Prit Supasetsin

This research is aimed at studying piilars i Thal architecture, beliefs, form and
creative processes of 15 royal temples in Ratanakosin Island

Having followed the said analytical frame, the researcher found that a pillar 1s
a core part of rehgious architectural structure The pillar has joists connected to strongly
support the structure of temples as well as to hold or carry the weight of the roof and
bird wing roof in order to make the temple look elegant grace Moreover, the pillar 1s a
kind of architecture built from rehgious beliefs and custom succeeded by ancestry for a
long time Each type of pillars 1s different depending on sizes of Ubosot and Vihara and
are named according to its stand, for example, Tang Charan Pilfar or Tang Rieng Pillar
and Nang Nab Pillar The format of pillars 1s divided into 3 types, namely, Liam Lob
Mum Pilfar, Liam Lob Mum Sib Song Pillar and Klom Pillar The deccration of piliars are
at the head of pillar and the most popular shape Is a lotus form (called Bua) and are
named according to its natural-imitated shapes such as Bua Chong Kon, Bua Kum, Bua
Pakpan, Bai Pakkad and Hua Liam influenced by Chinese architecture The decorative
stands of pillars i1s called Than Singha Throne, Than Pat There are 3 decorative styles
of the pillars, namely, the lotus shape at the head of pillars decorated with lacquer and
glass mosaic pieces, at the middle of pilar decorated with porcelain fragments or
colored glass mosaics and stucco ornaments with white coior The stands of piilar are
Than Singha Throne and Than Pad decorated with stucco, lacquer and colored glass
mosaics Besides the stand of pillar mentioned above, the head of pillar 1s craved in
Pakkad style and decorated with marble
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