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Jaruwan Kumpetch. (2012). Urban Space and Everyday Life in Soi Cowboy, Sukhumvit 23
Bangkok Metropolitan Dissertation. D. A. (Arts and Culture Research). Bangkok:
Graduate School. Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Prof. Dr. Wiroon

Tungcharoen, Assoc.Prof. Dr. Preecha Kuwinpant, Assoc.Prof.Prit Supasetsiri

This research has three purpose: to study the history and process of creating a
social space of Soi Cowboy; to study the interaction in the everyday life of people in Soi
Cowboy; and to examine the power relations of the groups in the area. Data was collected
using methods of qualitative research, participant observation, and interviews, including
papers, books, internet resources and research. Data analysis was conducted on two levels:
macro and micro level, to examine the community of Soi Cowboy in a broader context which
is the growth of Bangkok metropolitan and capitalism bringing influences over the lives of
people in Soi Cowboy. Bangkok is not independent but is connects to the global economy
as well. Migration movement of goods, money, and people result in the growth of service
business throughout the Sukhumvit area. Soi Cowboy is designated as a place for
entertainment, especially for foreigners who do business in Thailand as well as tourists.
Under the capitalist economy, whose role covers not only the lives of people in Soi Cowboy,
but also the attractions of girls and women from the countryside to struggle and to survive,
not only themselves but also their families in rural area by “working” for money and being
absorbed into the capitalist economic system, whether they recognize it or not. The findings
revealed that Soi Cowboy has a contemporary history with Vietham war. An African-
American soldier name T.G. Edward was the founder making Soi Cowboy famous in 1977.
Soi Cowboy was developed in relationship with the growth and expansion of urban areas in
Bangkok. In the context of a capitalist economy, globalization and modernization have
resulted in labor movement from rural areas to work in big cities. Soi Cowboy is an
entertaining place for foreign visitors with daily interaction with people from different groups,
such as “Mama Sang”, drinkers, dancers, and tourists. They all act behind the scenes in the
interaction for survival. They have to face with the exploitation of the powerful people, the
negotiation to ignore rules set in the bars, and employees who are ready to be in any
position in exchange for money. The social space in Soi Cowboy, caused by the expansion
of urban areas, is then seen as the struggle of rural and urban areas with different social and
economic status, as well as social inequality and difference. Those who have capital or
authority can accumulate their capitals and increase their wealth in the globalization of the

capitalism.
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