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Suwichan Phatthanaphraiwan. (2016).Participatory Processes in the Implementation of an
Eco Museum for Pgaz K’ Nyau Indigenous Communities in Tak Province.
Dissertation, D.A. (Arts and Cultural Research).Bangkok: Graduuate School,
Srinakharinwirot University.Advisor Committee: Assoc.Prof.Amnart Yensabai,

Prof.Dr.Wiroon Tungcharoen, and Assoc.Prof.Dr.Satit Timwadhanabantoeng

This study was focused on the participatory processes in the generation of Pgaz
K’ Nyau Indigenous people [Karen] community eco-museum in Tak Province of Thailand,
the objectives of which were: [1] to study the initiating processes and models in initiating a
community eco-museum which responds to the indigenous geo-cultural context of the Pgaz
K’ Nyau Indigenous people, and [2] to analyze the potential of the comunity and factors
contributing to the management of the museum. The qualitative methodology underpinning
this research was based on a Participatory Learning and Action approach, and employed
several instruments: community mapping; focus group discussion; in-depth Interviews;
transect walk; participatory observation and voice of seeds. The findings of this study were,
as follows: the processes of community establishment/ management of an eco-museum
included: [1] community self-reflection; [2] discovery of a sense of place; [3] definition of
sense of place; [4] participatory decision making about the community eco-museum; and
[5] decision making regarding the role and the direction of the eco-museum. The most
appropriate model for the eco-museum is one that: does not emphasize the a museum as
“building”; but rather focusing on “asense and spirit in space and site”; and reflects the
diversity of relational dimensions with regard cultural heritage. The research has illuminated
the potential and skills of the indigenous communities in initiating and managing an eco-
museum, including factors such as internal relationship skills; the value of knowledgeable
community members; the beneficial use and management of learning sourced drawing on
cultural heritage in a specific and timely manner; and the coordination of supporting
networks and partners. The Internal factors related to foster initiating and managing an eco-
museum included community leaders; local wisdom and its propagation; the legacy of
environmental and natural resource capital; and community pride and a sense of ownership.
The External factors included interest in and acceptance of the value of the community by

supporting networks and partners; government policies and financial assistance at the



national and local levels; and the external situation/conditions which spark community

awareness and efforts to protect its environmental and cultural heritage.
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3.3.5 MsAUNUINGN (Focus Group Discussion)
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