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Yoddoy Bupasiri. (2005). Revenge and Forgiveness in Sunthorn Phu's Verse Tales.
Master Thesis, M.A.(Thai). Bangkok : Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot
University. Advisor Committee: Assoc Prof Supha Panjaroen and Assist Prof.

Wimonsiri Ruamsuk.

The thesis aimed at studying revenge and forgiveness found in three of
Sunthon Phu's verse tales. Their causes, methods and results were analyzed.
Revenge was inspired by either a physical or mental cause. Physically a character or
his/her loved one was injured. In some cases, the injury was fatal. Mentally, a character
might be disappointed, dissatisfied or deceived. Additionally, a character could have
lost either his/her loved one or a loved object. In terms of forgiveness, it was found that
love, gratitude, beliefs in karma, compassion, an understanding of reality as well as
awareness of benefits for all were the main factors to influence the forgiver to forgive
someone. In some cases, the forgiver was advised to forgive. It was likely that he/she
was influenced by the societal force or rules and his/her surroundings. Revenge could
be taken by the following means: physical, mental or both. Physically, the victim was
injured, or his/her life was taken. Mentally, the victim was verbally abused. He/she
might be deceived or mesmerized. His/her objective was thwarted. Al these were
meant to hurt or to anger the victim. In physical and mental torments, it was found that
many methods were used: betrayal, deception, intimidation, abusive terms, physical
attacks and murders, amongst others. In forgiving, the forgiver applied many
techniques, such as absolving the offender’s sins, controlling his/her anger, saving the
offender’s life or even resurrecting his/her life. The forgiver could forgive the offender
when he/she started to feel angry or after the revenge had been taken. If revenge was

taken, both the avenger and the victim were physically and mentally affected.



In forgiving, the offender's life was saved. A new life might be resurrected. The
offender and the forgiver became friends. The forgiven character was sometimes
grateful to the forgiver, or perhaps he/she might still be angry. However, the forgiver
usually gained. He/She had more loyal servants as well as more good friends and also

enjoyed the bliss of forgiving.
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